[14 Ocroser, 1930.]

Hon. V.. HAMERSLEY: [ wish to avoid
having to register, as I do not keep bees.
I do allow the bees belonging to another
man to remain on my land, and I want to
know if I am obliged to register as a bea
keeper?

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out
that no amount is set down as the cost of
registration.

Hon. (. Fraser:
registration fee.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I amn advised that as
President of the Kings Park Board I am
the legal occupier of land, in this case, of
land on which wild bees swarm. I am, there-
fore, liable to be called upon to register.

The MINISTER TFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I have here an
opinion from the Crown Law Department
to the effect that the definition of “bee
keeper” requires that bees must be kept,
that is to say, retained on the land of the
bee keeper. Bees ean only he kept or re-
tained if they settle in some receptacle where
they can be confined or controlled. Imsofar
as wild bees eannot be detained or controlled,
it ean hardly be contended that any person
would be held to be a hee keeper who had
wild bees- on his property. It must be
shown that the bees are kept on the land in
sich manner that they are under control.

Hon. (. Fraser: Whether this clause is
passed or not, the definition of “bee keeper”
is =till retained in the Bill

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If a person can
be defined as a bee keeper, as suggested by
Myr. Hamersley and Mr. Lovekin, it may be
necessary carefully to examine what this
definition means. Wild bees usuvally live in
hollow trees. If a person has bees on his
property, he may be deemed to be a bee
keeper within the definition of the Aet, and
may be bound io register.

Hon. G. Fraser: He registers only if he
has an apiary.

The MINISTER TFOR COUNTEY
WATER -SUPPLIES: Does Mr.. Nicholson
think any court would hold that wild bees
can be regarded as within the keeping of any
person?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That would de-
pend “npon’ the constrnction placed on the
definition. An apiary means any place
where bees or bee keepers’ applianees are

I have not proposed =
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kept. The definition could be made clear
on the recommittal of the Bill.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 1015 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SHEARERS'
Police Precautions.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Police: 1, Has there been any increase in
the number of police stationed at Yalgoo,
Mt. Magnet, Wubin, and Goomalling? 2,
If so, what is the reason for the increase?
3, How many police are engaged in escort-
ing men in connection with work in shearing
sheds? 4, How many special constables
hive been sworn in since 1st September,
19302 5, Who is paying for the serviees
of the extra police? 6, If the State is pay-
ing, what has been the cost to date?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE rephed
1, 2 and 3, The police bave been sent to
various centres on the Murchison td meet
circumstances that have arisen in connection
with the shearers’ strike. 4, Speecizl con-
stables have been appointed by local magis-
trates under the powers conferred on them
by Section 34 of the Police Act, 1892 3
and 6, No payment has heen made by the
Govemment

STRIKE.
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PRIVILEGE—PARLIAMENTARY
OFFICERS.

Appointment of Temporary Clerk Assistunt,

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [4.34]: Before the Orders of the
Day are called, I would like, on a question
of privilege, to make a brief statement on
the subject of the discussion that took place
in the House following upon your state-
ment, Mr. Speaker, with regard to a slight
nlteration, or re-arrangement, of the staff of
the Legislative Assembly, to meet special
cireamstances. I did propose, and vou were
kind cnough to agree, that under privilege
I should move a motion to further ventilate
the matter. After consideration, I deemed
it advisable to diseuss the matter with your
good self. This I did, and I wish to inform
hon. members that personaliy I am satisfied
that the present position is of a purely tem-
porary character, and that should any per-
manent appointment have to be made at
some fuinre date, the interests of the staff
of this House will be properly respected.
That is all T desire to say, and I am content
to let the matter rest at that.

BILL—EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILL—STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES.
Report of Committee adopted,

ANNUAIL ESTIMATES, 1930-31,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 9th Oectober; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.
Vote—Railways, Tramweys and Elee-

tricity Supply, £3,544,000 (partly con-

sidered) :

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [4.38]: When we arrive at the
Railway Estimates, we reach what I con-
sider to be the main part of the Estimates
to be dealt with. The railways constitute
the main factor in the State’s financial
stabilityv. The railways, in my opinion, are
the truest indicator of the propress and
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prosperity of the State. The goods train is
the diveet covrier of the State’s pradactions
and, therefore. the number of goods trains
operating over the railways is the true in-
dication of the wealth of the State as evi-
deneed by production, and production infln-
encing the nnmber of goods trains operat-
ing, Then it ean nlso be said equally truly
that the excursion train is the true indieator
of the State’s prosperity. Tf there are a
large numher of goods trains running, then
we find they are intermixed with various ex-
enrsion tras, M each formy of train is well
patronised, it ean he said that the State is
prospereus and progressive.  On the other
hand, we also have to realise that just as the
numher of goods trains is reduced. so the
excursion trains are limited in these times.
To-day it ean he said that goods trains are
few, and excursion trains have practieally
zone ont of use. We can reeall a few years
hack when we had numerons excursion trips
organised to enahle people to visit various
parts of the State, partienlarly the wheat
helt, for the purpose of viewing for them-
selves the wonderful expansion and produe-
tive character of our wheat areas. To-day
one would not dream of sending an exenr-
sion train through the wheat helt beenuse the
people cannot afford to patronige trains of
that deseription. Yet the fact remains that
the wheat belt to-day wonld provide far
greater ovidence of prosperity, from the
standpoint of production, than at any other
time, so far as my judgment goes, in the
history of the State. The whole country-
side is responding. comparatively spesking,
to its maximum extent. Our wheat land is
responding magnificently, and the erops are
wonderful. T do not say that they are uni-
formly good, but, generally speaking. thew
are pood, although some are hetter than
others. I do not know of anv other time
when it eonld he said that, generally speak-
ing, the produetion of the State was higher
than it is to-day. Tt wonld be a fine thing
for Western Australin if our prosperity
wounld permoit us to ran excursion trains on
the basis of patronage available, so tbat the
people of the metropolitan area counld see
what ean he done with our wheat land, pro-
vided Providence is kind in supplying rain
during the growing period. I =aid that our
railwnys represent the main faetor in indi-
eating the position of the State. That
is really the posiion when we make =n
comparison with onr total loan indeht-
edness. The railways aceount for ronghiv
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about one-third of the total indebteduess
of the State, or, in other words, our rail-
wirys wust produee interest on nf least one-
third of our total indehtedness if we are
to b2 naneially sound.  The actual in-
debtedne<s of the State totals £70,174,350,
and of that amount, £24,039,798 is investeil
in our rvailwavs, The Minister may say
that the aetunl figure is £23,000,000, but I
would remind him that there is a floating
amount ot £424H000 that -is provided by

the Treaswry for the purehase of
rolling  stock, upon which interest has
to  be paid.  Therefore, the railwavs

are direetly responsible for the paywment of
interest on £24,000,000,  Tn those cirenm-
stunees, it eain be said that the suceess or
otherwise of our railways i1s indieative of
the position of Western Australia. If our
railways are operating profitably, and are
able to neet the full finaneial liability, then
it ean be said that the position of the State
is fuirly sound and even buoyant. To obtain
thut resuilt and enrry the enormous bLurden
of capitalisation, we must have efficiency
and enthusiasm in the management and run-
ning of the railways. I say the manage-
ment ani the running hecause the manage-
ment generally  eomprises the heads of
branches, whereas the running is earried on
by the rank and file, and unless we have
enthusinsm from top to bottom, we eannot
obtain that efficiency essential to guarantee
true carning capaeity.  Our railways are
relafively well managed. By relatively 1
mean as comparved with the rcailways in
other parts of Australia. 1 mn prepared to
zo to the extent of saving I bhelieve onr
railways ave the best mapaged railways in
Australia. I have no complaint abount the
general management, I helieve the appoint-
ment of the present Commissioner was the
hest thing in the interests of the State. He
hrought experience and knowledge to bear
wpon the task, he organised his staff in
.such a way as to get the maximum results
from them, and my travelling over various
* portions of the system convineces me that
the rank and file are enthusiastic in their
work, anxgious fo serve the public and assist
the State by increasing the earning capacity
of the railwavs. Tt is necessary that the
management should keep closely in touch
with all phases of State development and
activity. 1 do not think the heads of the
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department are cneouraged to a maxinnum
extent to keep in touch with various dis-
cussions vegarding Stute developwent geu-
erally. T would cneourage the Commis-
sioner and his staff to keep elosely in toueh
with the Chanther of Manufactures, and
actuplly  to take port in the discussions
of the Chawber of Commeree and to gain
information from all whe ean speak with
knowledrre of the State’s aetivities, The
Minister’s speech indicated a gzeneral re-
cognition of the great importance of the
raitway svstem to the State from a finan-
einl point of view. T am pleased with the
Government’s  activity  regarding  unfair
motor competition. I agreed with the Bill
introduced by the Minister for Works to
inerease the impost upon motors unfairly
competing with the vailways, and I also
endorsed the remarks of the Minister re-
garding his ambition to ensure that compe-
tition is placed on n more equitable basis.
To the fostering of road transport, as it
has heen fostered in recent years, [ have
always bheen opposed. I have tried to dis-
cournge expenditure on main roads. T have
never been able to see that it was economi-
cally sound to continue the construction of
main roads that would permit of competi-
tion with the railways, andt T have strenu-
ously opposed the Federal aid :oxds scheme
as being of no economic advantage to the

State, 1 would go so fur s to
sav 1  have always regnrded that
scheme as  an  economic disndvantage.

The pound given by the Commonwealth
CGovermment and the 15s, we had to contri-
hute would have been better spent had we
used our 158, as we considered best in the
interests of the Stafe, leaving them their
pound, rather than giving them an oppor-
tunity to dietate not only how we should
spend their pound, but also how and where
we should spend our 13s. The resson I
have always opposed the epnstrunction of
main roads paralled with or close to rail-
ways wax hecause it deliberately encouraged
the use of motor ears and motor trucks in
competition with the railways. I elaim that
the use of .motor cars and trucks is econ-
owically unsounid unltess we enccurnge the
introdaction of inercased population as well
as incveased motors, The motor ear is of
ne advantage to the State unless it Iringe
into the State its earrying eapacity in Lhe
shape of human beings. T every motor ear
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that came here with a vorrying capacity of
five people brought into the State the jive
people it could carry, the State could go
on building roads on which the car might
operate. When we,limited in population,
and already over-burdened in regard to the
maintenanve of our railways, esll upon the
same number of people to build roads to
permit of competitio'. with the rmlways, [
regard it as a suicidel policy, and have
always viewed it as such. It the motor enr
brought population with it, we would have
additionsl people vver whn to spread the
burden, but without increased prpulaiicn
the burden becomes impossible,

Me. H, W, Manu: And it is more so io-
day.

Hou. W. D. JOHNSOX: The tax on
motor cars and petrol could never ¢ompen-
sate for the losses we were ineurring in
cther directions by the use of motor cars
in competition with the railways, I have
auoted the instance of the main road from
Perth to Northam. I do not know what was
spent on that road, but it was constrncted
and reconstructed. To my knowledge we
spent £30,000 to £40,000 on that road, but
it did not increase the prosperity of the
State. Northam, and all it has, has been
obtained and maintained by railway ecom-
munieation. Northam was built up, its lands
developed, its peaple settled, and its popu-
lation established by railway ecommuniea-
tion. The construction of a road at that
hnge cost has been of no advantage to Nor-
tham. The population of Northam has not
inereased; possibly it has decreased. TUn-
less we, by such expenditure, ean inerease
the population that any given portion of the
State can maintain, it is economically un-
sonnd to continue it. When we realise that
the construction of the Perth-Northam-
road was a direet penalty against the State’s
investment in railways, we can only view
it as a disastrous policy. Another matter
thal is receivitg special attention is that of
developmental railways. Railways have
been constructed in Western Australia at a
rapid rate as compared with the growth of
population. T am of opinion  that our
railway construction got out of hand just
as much as did our main roads constrnetion.
Railways were eonstrneted a few vears azo
at the rate of a mile for every 100 people.
It is remarkable how closely we kept to
that proportion for a nnmber of vears. Tt
might vary to 99 or 101 people to the mile,

[ASSEMBLY.]

but it bas been round about one mile to
every hundred people for many years. The
fact of the figures standing at that rate
for so long is an indication that our popu-
lution lLas not incressed proportionately
to auticipations when the railways were

construeted, Increased railways have
not  hrought incressed settlement to
any great extent. The number o

people on the land has increased, but the
railway mileage, compared with that in-
crease, has not improved matters finaneialiy.
We cannot continue to build developmental
railways out of proportion o the popula-
tion. We have to increase the number of
people on the land already served by rail-
wavs before we can build any more lines.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Half the population
15 in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That might be
so, but much of the population of the
nietropolitan area could and would be seat-
tered throughout the agricultural distriets if
the land already served by railways were
made available to them. We have decided
upon the area of land that a railway will
sevve. Parliament has endorsed it over and
over again, that 20 miles of territory would
be served by a railway, so that the carting
distance would be 20 to 25 miles. I am pre-
pared to admit that that distance ean be and
has been increased by the use of motor
trueks.  Whether motor transport is econo-
mieal, T question very much. I think it would
have been better for this eountry had there
been no motor trocks, and had we main-
tained our railway construction to serve 25
miles of territory. While we have laid it
down that a railway will serve a given area
of country, we have never insisted that a
viven population should be settled on that
area before embarking uwpon additional ex-
penditure.  We have built railways with a
total disregard of the nnmber of people
who utilised them. The land served by one
railway has not heen secttled hefore another
railway has been either construeted or placed
under constrmetion. Consequently, railway
construetion has got ount of bhand, and to-
day we are sttempting to ecarry a burden
that is impossible for our population. The
time has arrived when we should make »
complete stocktaking of the carrving and
produetive eapacity of the land adjacent to
existing lines. T am opposed to ineurring
any additional eapitalisation wntil we know
what ean bhe done with the nnimproved lands
in large areas hoth along existing lines and
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along the routes of lines under construction.
The Minister for Lands is opening up a new
area for setilement. I am quite opposed to
that. Yt is economically unsound and there
is no need to continue with that develop-
ment. Ample land adjacent to existing rail-
ways is already awaiting settlement. There
1s no necessity to launch out in this way and
cause increased expenditure for railway
conveniences at a later date.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There is already a rail-
way to serve that country,

Hon, W. D. JOFINSON : There is no rail-
way that will serve it to the extent that
dairying land requires to be served. Large
arens of land are available close to existing
railways, and these could be economieally
worked and used for dairying purposes if
only they were thrown open for selection.

The Minister for Lands: This is not the
right time in which to diseuss that matter.

Hon. W, D. JOONSON: No doubt it will
be discussed when we reach the Lands Esti-
mates. The time has come when Parliameat
should demand more information as fo the
possibility of utilising to a greater extent
land already served by railways, in prefer-
ence to going in for CLurther settlement
schemes. 1 have some knowledge of the
State, and am satisfied that if we obtained
a complete report on this matter we should
be astonished to learn the large avea of land
that could be brought into use if a practical
scheme for secttlement could be evolved.
Such s scheme must be evolved if we are to
look for economic stability, We must make
these lands available for people who can
atilise them, and we must build up the rail-
ways that we have already constructed. The
time has come for a review of railway
freights generally. The Minister for Rail-
ways has already redunced the freight rates
on wool. I wish he had done this earlier,
because I have had my wool transported
alrezdy. The man who was a little late this
vear will derive advantage from the redue-
tion. The early bird on this oceasion has
failed to get the worm. Someone has to
miss ¢he opportunity. Those who trans-
ported their wool early in the season have
had to pay the higher rates, but those who
sheared later and marketed later will gain
the advantage.

The Minister for Railways: What ahout
applying for a rebate, though I do not think
you would get it? ’
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The railway au-
thorities should keep closely in touech with
all activities connected witl the development
of the State. They should also familiarise
themselves with all marketing facilities. The
railways should be well versed in regard to
the paying capacity of different commeodi-
ties. Freights are generally fixed upon that
hasis. The railways take into consideration
the paying eapacity of a commodity and fix
the freight according to that basis. The time
has arrived when all these ecommodities
should be reviewed. I do not say the time
is exactly opportune now hecause there is
no stability in commodity value. This value
is fluctnating to a great extent. It is mostly
on the down grade, and I do not think it
would be wise to attempt to carry ont this
idea at present. I believe, however, it will
soon become necessary to go into the charges
laid down in the freight book generally, and
review the freight from the aspect of the
capacity of the commodity to pay. In years
gone by the Railway Department decided
that wool was a highly remunerative com-
modity. It was, therefore, asked to pay a
higher freight than other commodities, and
wus indeed charged the maximum freight.
The department should rather review all the
marketing charges than rush in and make a
reduction only upon the freight onm wool.
I do not say they could dictate with respect
to the other commodities. Just as the Rail-
way Department have penalised wool in a
comparative sense in the rates charged, so
has everyone else imposed upon the value of
wool. Shipping freights are relatively
lhigher on wool than on other commodities,
and commission charges are also higher.
One is staggered to find the enormous
amount that is charged against this com-
modity. Commissions are charged and have
been charged for years, but why they are
paid very few people can explain. Some
persons who should never have any say in
the matter are able to impose charges upon
wool.

The CHATRMAN: I would draw the hon.
member’s attention to the fact that we are
discussing the Railway Estimates.

Hor. W. D. JOHNSON: I am arguing
that it is wrong for the Railway Department
to rush in and redunce the freight on wool,
without also taking some inferest in all the
other charges that are made upon it. We
eannot say we will help the pastoralist by
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carrying wool at’ a freizht that is not re-
munerative, and suggest that he alone is
carrying a burden out of all proportion te
that which he is justified in carvvine. 1t
1s quite right for the railways to review
the freight rates on wool, but thex =hould
also review all the other impositions charged
against it, and see whether someone else
ceuld not disgorge some of the profit that
is altogether heyond the services that are
rendered in seewring that profit. It is rele-
vant to the Railway Estimates to say we
cannof go on using our railways for the
purpose of redueing freights so that other
people can maintain their high charges
against all justification.  The =ame thing
mav he said of wheat.  The market for
wheat either makes or breaks the milway
revenue. The position of the railways de-
pends upon the marketing of wheat. If we
eannot market it, at any rate at the cost of
production, during the period when we have
a fair priee offering on the wovld's markets,
onr Railway Estimates are not worth the
paper they are written upon and the Budget
fizures cannot he accepted as sound.  The
railways depend upon the marketing of our
wheat crop. 1t is true we ave marketing
our wool to-day, but prices ave so low
that it s questionable whether they
will more than pay the infercst that is
due to the various financial institutions for
money advanced fo the pastoralist. The woul
position 18 bad enough, as there is likely 1w
he no surplus from wool salex, but the wiwat
pusition 1s decidedly worse.  The wheic
thing is a question of price.

The CHAIRMAN: I must a<k the hon.
member to confine his remarks to the Rail-
way Estimates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: I am endeav-
ouring to do so.

The CHAIRMAN: I have not noticed it.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: I am going to
deal exhaustively with fthe position hecauxe
ihe Commissioner of Railways has done so
in his report. He propos=e~ to do certain
hings with regard te wheat transport, a
matter whieh so vitally affects the Railway
Lsrimates. If wheat is not transported and
it i< not posaible fo market it, the Ertimates
are uzeless,

Tlie Minister for Railway~: You are buibld-
ine a new railway into unknown conntre,
That is the connection with the cahject mat-
tor of the debate.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. L), JOUXSOXN: I want to make
it clear that unless it is poussible to market
vur whent, at all events at the cost of pro-
duction, we cannot operate the railways
under these Estimates. A ecomplete review
of the positivn will very soon be necessary,
The Govermnent wust take a greater inter-
est in marketing problenws, not only as these
alteet wool and wheat, but other con-
modities.  All kinds of goods are carried
un the railways, though the volume is not
a3 great as with wool and wheat, neither
dn they veturn the same revenue. The car-
riage of wheat is sucl a big factor in the
stahility of rallway finanee fthat the Gov-
ernient. should aetively review the market-
ing  position, and ascertnin whether it is
pmssible to eantinue should the situntion we-
main as it is. T think hoil the Commnirs-
simter and the Minister said sowathing abont
the wheat firms and their esnsumptive eap-
acity at the ports in comparison with the
wailway  deliveries to the buvers., Tt is
puvely a omestion of wmarkeline, At the
commencement of the last harvest the mar-
ket wa- buorant. There was a general de-
sire on the part of all who were interested to
wot the maximum auantity of wheat o the
ports. Tt was pot long, however, hefore
the hottom fell aut of the market aud theve
was a general easing off in selling aclivi-
ties. It was bupossible fo maintain 1lhe
same  standard of railway  deliveriea  with
vhich the beginning of the season had
started.  This year things ave likely to he
ditferent. 1 helieve the ket will open
wealk, and that only 2 comparatively snail
ot of wheat will then be tranzported by the
railways. T alse helieve that the mavket
will firm as time goes on, ihat inereased
shipping will take place, and that the ar-
ket will have a greater consumptive vapucity
than it had earlier in the vear or had later
in last year, In other words it is likely
ihat the position wilt be reversed from lost
year. The Commissioner of Railways savs
in his report that he will effect economies by
the carriage of wheat at a uniform rate
throughout the vear. He can only do that
if he poes into the question of shippinzr
wheat, Te ean only cayry wheat in propor-
fion to the amount of overseax <lippinz
available. for he eannot stack more o a
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pends wpon the eonsumptive eapacity of the
various countries that import our wheat.
Therefure the Railway Department cannot
be operated on a 1ule of thumb method as
proposed by the Connnissioner.  The whole
thing slopends upon marketing.  Uniess the
wheat  can he suecesstully marketed, the
Commnissioner caunot operate.  The markes
will dictate the gquantity of wheat to he
earvied,  Austrndia has a certain period of
the yvenr for wmarketing its wheat.  Siwi-
larly, other wheat producing countries have

theiv marketing perviods. Our period is
from December to about September. We
must  market our wheat during those

months, Tf we fail to do that, we eome into
competition with other countries warketing
their product at the nsual period  Argen-
tine whent and Australian wheat go on the
market. simultaneousty, and our arrange-
ments have to he such that we ean deliver
between December and Sentemdber. Our
railways must be organised so as to carry
the maximmm  quantity of wheat at any
riven peviad, ov else a rveduced quantity,
aceording to the shipping mrangements for
oversea matkets. The question of wheat
marketing is of vital lwportance vot only
to our Railway Department. but also o the
whale State. 17 the wheai is not soid, the
ertive Budget gaes by the board. [ awm dix-
appointed at the helplesstess of fhose in
authority  on  this  all-important question.
The Government shounld inqguire inte the
position of marketing, and should try to
make arrangements by whieh the mwket.
ing of our wheat will hegin when the wheat
is availahle, so that the railways can start
earrying it when it is availuble. To-day we
are actually 1eceiving new senson’s wheat.
Tt is being carted to the sidings to-day. No-
kody knows what is woing to happen to it.
Apparently no one, apart from the pro-
dueer, is mnch interested in the guestion.

The Minister for Lands: Will vou tell
1.5 how the Government can help when the
Wheat Pool and the Westralian Farmers
cannot do it?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: They are mar-
Feting agents in 2 limited sense. The Gov-
ernment could make inquiries of banks,
tvaders, and others interested in the stability
of the State, as producers ave doing to-day.
T am disappointed that our railway author-
ities, who must realise what the wheat
means to them from a revenme point of
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view, are leaving to the producer the whole
agitation for stabilisation of wheat prices.
The Government themselves have not dome
anything in the matter. We have never
heard a sound from the Government as to
what might be done.  The voice that is
heard is entirely the voice of the produeer.
1 elaim that there should he conferences,
not oniy of producers, but of the Commis-
stoner of Raillways and the (Yovernment
with banks, traders, and all others inter-
csted. We should not simply wait for
something to fwm wp as regards wheat
marketing. The guestion will not be solved
by waiting for something to twrm up. But
apparentiv no one ontside the producer is
inferested in the matter,

The Minister tor Lands: You will know
all aboui that on Thursday next.

Hon. W. I, JOHNSON: I know per-
feetiy well that there are people who say
that the present drift in the Railway De-
partment ean he met by wage reductions,
refrenchment of officers, and dismissal oi
employees generally. But something bigger
than that is vequired. DMlere reductions will
not sole the problem but will only aggra-
The great trouble to-day is that
of unemployment, The tailway authorities
know perfectly well that the State is suffer-
ing heeanse the earning capaeity of the
public does nof enable them to buy the
commuodifies that are avatlable. Increasing
the number of unemployed will not improve
the condition of the State generally. In
my opinion the Minister for Railways
was on the right track when he said@ that
the position of the railways is not due to
any incaparity to serve the State in earry-
ing its products, but due to a enmpetition
to which the State cannot economically sub-
mit. I agrec that something should he dene
besides attacking wages and salaries and re-
trenching employecs. In the mattev of rc-
trenchment the practice of the Railway De-
partment is totally out of step with the
practice of the Education Deparlment as
outlined by the Minister here recently. The
Railway Department are not practising the
methods advoecated by the Minister for Edu-
cation. When that Minister spoke on the
subject, he was conveying the Government
policy to this Chamber. But, I repeat, that
policy is not heing practised in the Railway
Department. T know it will be said that the

vate if,
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railways are under the control of the Com-
missioner, and that ofticers receiving less
than #£400 per annum are absolutely
left in his hands te appoint and dismiss
as he thinks best in the inferests of the
system. I know, however, that every pub-
li¢ servant, even the Commissioner of Rail-
ways with special anthority under a speeial
Act, must of necessity respect Government
policy, My experience whilst Alinister was
that the officers of the Public Service have
a general regard for the policy of the Gov-
ernment, with a view to ensuring something
like uniformity in the various departments,
especially as regards treatment of the em-
ployees.  Aecording to the Minister for
Education, the system operating in the
Railway Department should be something
totally different. I am informed that 37
men of (5 years and upwards have been
retrenched. Nohody can complain about
that. The 65-year limit is laid down as
the retiring age. Therefore the Commis-
sioner of Railways is well within his rights
in recognising that general law and retiring
those men. Howerver, it is sad to learn that
of the 37 only 11 are enfitled to pensions.
The State might many years ago have in-
jtiated a system of superannuation for pub-
lic servants reaching the retirving age.
Again, 16 lads who have just reached the
age of 21 years have been retrenched be-
cause 1o openings are available for them.
This is a distinetly depressing state of
affairs, because these young men have de-
voted their years of training to the railway
service. They ae now retrenched although
they began training on the clear under-
standing that positions would be available
for them in the Railway Department. To-
day they are really too old to take up other
callings, and Heaven knows what will be-
come of them unless prosperity returns
speedily and the Railway Depariment re-
employ them. Then 29 other employees, 27
males and 2 females, have been refrenched,
or have received notiee. It is interesting
to note the service of these employees in
the Railway Department. Of the number,
95 are in the clerical branch and four are
professional offieers. Of the 25 in the
¢lerical hranch, one has had 34 years’ ser-
vice, one 26, one 19, three 18, one 17, two
16, three 9, four 7, and nine less thanlﬁ
vears’. All of them bave heen trained in
the Railway Department, and in practically
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every case there was room for repression.
The Minister for lducation admits the jus-
tice of regression. He has pointed out
bere  that the most eliielent aud
most  experienced  offieers  should  noi
bu retrenched in the absence of speeial ren-
sons, But we find the Railway Department
picking out one here and another there,
while there is plenty of scope for regression.
No effort is made to regress officers; they
are simply dismissed from the service, I
do not wish to say that there has been vie-
timisation; but still a certain opportunity
for favouritism, for speeial consideration to
spocial persons, does exist. It would not
be so bad if the same method were prac-
tised right through the department. It is
extraordinary to find, however, that in the
Locomotive Branch the driver is regressed
to fireman, the fireman is regressed to
cleaner—

The Minister for Railways: That is under
an arbitration award.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Surely the Min-
ister will agree that that has been the estab-
lished practice for many years. It is one
to which the hon. gentleman himself has
subseribed. He was Minister for Railways
about 1521, when retrenchment was neces-
sary; and at that time representations were
made and he agreed to the poliey of last on,
first off. That hag been the practice in the
Traftic Branch as well as in the Locomotive
Branch. It has worked well, I have heard
no complaints about it. The Commissioner
of Railways has been able to economise by
working on those lines. In the case of rail-
way officers, however, a totally different
method has been adopted. In my opinion
that method is decidedly wrong. It is not
a fair thing. I enter my protest against the
adoption of one method in one department
and & totally different method in another
department. If that kind of thing is per-
mitted, there will be opportunity for those
in authority to show special favouritism to
some employees while penalising others.
The Government should endeavour o ensure
that the policy outlined here by the Minister
for Education is adopted generally. Before
sitting down I want also to commend the
Minister- for bis explanation regarding the
eleetricity supply throughout the metropol-
itan area. I agree witli him that there is
something radieally wrong in the agreement
entered into with the Perth City Couneil. I
might have been right when it was negoti-
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ated, but the time has arrived when the ac-
tual working of that agreement has demon-
strated its unsoundness. It is quite Wrong
that one section of the metropolitan area
should get special advantages to such an
extent that it ecan make enormous profit, as
stated by the Minister the other night. The
City Counecil ean get that profit only by
penalising other sections in the metropolitan
area. One set of ratepayers are disadvant-
aged under the agreement, which has not
operated in the way originally expected by
Parliament. Because it has operated fo the
advantage of one section, it has also proved
to be a penalty on another section. The
result is that whereas one section has to pay
. more than true value for eleetric current,
another seetion pets it at helow cost.

Mr. North: And this thing is becoming
worse and worse.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The agreement was
quite sound when it was made.

Hon, W, D. JOBNSON: I am in accord
with that.

Mr. H. W. Mann: And it might well have
gone the aother way.

The Minister for Railways: No, it eould
not have gone the other way, beecause we
could not charge more than cost, whatever
that might be.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Suppose Par-
liament makes an agreement, and one of the
parties to that agreement suffers a disad-
vantfage.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The City Couneil gave
away a concession, you know.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: I am not going
te argue that to-night. Probably there will
be a time and place in which to argue it
later, because I hope the Minister will do
something to get the opinion of Parliament
regarding this agreement. Suppose the
agreement after it was made had proved to
be a disadvantage to the City Counmcil. I
would have said, and I believe Parliament
would have been sympathetic and said, that
sipce the agreement had not operated as ex-
pected, but had imposed a penalty on one
section of the ratepayers, those whom it had
bheen desired to assist, thai agreement
should be reviewed. But neither Parlia-
ment nor anybody associated with the agree-
ment ever thought it would operate as it has
done. No ope ever suspected the City Coun-
cil was going to make an enormous praofit
while other ratepayers adjacent to the ecity
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would be penalised for the benefit of the
city ratepayer.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The city ratepayer is
paying high rates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T am talking,
not of the city rates, but of the eleectrie sup-
ply agreement, a definite agreement between
the Minister and the City Couneil. Parlia-
ment made that agreement in the terms of
the Bill that was then introduced, becanse
of certain information that was supplied
and beeause of eertain antieipations. They
weve carefully serutinised. They were sub-
ject to expert advice and expert investiga-
tion, and Parliament at the fime thought the
information supplied justified the passing
of the Bill and the granting of this special
consideration to the City Council. But ac-
tually the operation of the agreement has
proved that that was wrong, that expeeta-
tions have not been realised, and that the
agreement was based on wrong premises,
It is clear that Parliament was—not wil-
fully, but unwittingly-~misled by the an-
ticipated results of the agreement, Parlia-
ment, I think, is now convinced that a
wrong was done from the point of view of
the ratepayers adjacent to the city. Surely,
then, it is reasonable to say the agreement
should be reviewed. I do not mean that we
should go to the exlent of passing a Bill to
repeal the agreement, but I do say the Min-
ister’s figures, plus the experience of those
of us in the onter districts of the metro-
politan area, justify its review. In my elec-
torate the local authorities are groaning
under the burden they are earrying, as
against the priee charged to the City Coun-
¢il. The Minister has to penalise those
outer loeal aunthorities in order to meet the
speecial eireumstances of an agreement with
the City Council which has acted in an un-
expected way. Therefore my constituents
have ealled upon me to see if something can-
not be done to relieve them of this unfair
impost. I venture the opinion that, gener-
ally, this is the view of the local au-
thorities just outside the city. So I am
glad the Minister has raised this matter
end given it some prominence in his speech.
1 will support him in having the matter re-
viewed by some tribunal for the purpose of
seeing whether a more equitable arrange-
rient eould not be arrived at. Before I sit
down, let me say it is popular to-day gener-
ally to attack the railway system. Many
people are out to convey that the railway
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system has been unduly bampered by pai-
vueges extended to mewbers of Sarhament
und others, It is a pity that absolute aecar-
acy cannot be maintained regarding privi-
leges extended to mewmbers.  Publicity 15 all
right, provided it is founded on actual fact.
When one writes special articles drawing
public attention to given matters, he should
see that every detail of his writings is cor-
reet. To my knowledge as a wember, pub-
licity hax been given to  certain  allezed
privileges which 1 have never enjoved, and
which no other wember has enjoyved. Again,
while it is all right to review actual privi-
leges, it requires to be understood that those
privileges are not generally used by mem-
bers. The privileges may be there, but some
of them were not accurately described in the
newspaper article T have in mind; and even
those that were aecnrately deseribed ave not
wenerally used by members. They are nsed
in moderation, perhaps. Bui, judging by
the eriticism we have read and heard, one
would think that all wmembers habitually
took advantage of their railway privileges;
that at regular periods they took their
Eumilies all around the State. ! do not know
any menbers who indulge in such a prae-
tice.

The Minister for Railways: They coull
not do i, for they have no sneh privilege.

Hon. W. I} JOEINSON: TFhe general
opinivn cutside 1s that mencwers have that
privilege and have abused it. DBut our
privileges are very limited, and even those
linited privileges are not being used hy
members to the extent indiented. 1 venture
to assert that many of the privileges avail-
able to members have never been used hy
members. Those privileges me there, he-
cause 1 speeial eivcuwstances on special
occasions it 1 only vight that members
should be entitled to them. 1 am not ob-
jecting to a review of our privileges, hant
I do want acenracy to be observed in any
such review, and T do not want members of
Paliament to he misrepresented by these
wl o get a certi'n enjovient out of tryvine
to diseredit m-mbers of Pavliament =o that
the'r own faulls and shorteormines may not
he nntieed by Lthe general publie.

=, {"orboy: But is it not sour grapes?

et of such eriticism  ecomes  from  dis-
e e wonld-he memhers,
Tan, W, L JOIINSON:  Periodieaily

#- o e to be a popular wave of eriti-

¢i--n pimed al membors.  Tovariably it is
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faveured by newspapers, tor spevial reasons
ne dombt; and, like the snowball, such a
wovement pathers weight as it goes and ils
initial inaceuracies multiply until, like our
wain road construction and developmental
ruilway construeiion, it gets out of haud,
And there s alvo a growing desive to east
1celleetions upon the work of the railway
auployees. 1 resent this, I have travelled
a great deal on our raitways, and 1 say the
raitway employee is most attentive in his
desire to assist passengers and to maintain
the standard of railway travelling and rail-
way earnings. The publie shonld realise that
a railwaxy job i> not an attractive .one.
People go on to the platform at the Perth
railway station and see 2 number of officers
there.  They are all necessary for the publie
welfare.  But people will view all railway
employees from the Perth platform. They
forget the dizabilities ot others working on
the mailwavs, TFor instance, do the public
ever think of what the loco. drivers and fre-
men, and cven the cleaners, have to go
thromgh?  They are subject to be ealled ont
at any howr of the night. [t is no regular
shift thex keep. There is the eall book,
and a man eannot go to hed and say he will
ot he wanted wntil & given time: he is
likely tu be called out at any time, and ho
has to respond. I admit a general effort is
ravie to allow as neh time off as possible.
Lial the faet remains that the regularity of
starting is determined by the traflie offering.
Just as our railways operate in relation to
shipping and marketing, so our ratlway em-
plovees work in relation o the fraffic re-
quired. Again, take the ailway  em-
plovees travelling on mixed trains through-

out the winter months, travelling more
or less under diseomfort owing to
the eold  in  the railway  earringes
with the wind blowine and the rain
falline. When fhe trin pulls  up
at  n  sidine  the uanforfunate gnard

has= to 2o ont and paddle around the railway
vird, conneeting or disconmecting trucks.

Mr. Patrick: Has he not a stove in his
van?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX: A stove is of no
value to a man who has to go out into the
weather, <tumbling throneh pools of water.
When he comes hack to his van he has no
chanee of chanzing hi- elothes, but has to
suffer discomfort unlil the end of his jour-
nev. It i= all very woll to east vefleetions
on the milway emplover and <peak of his
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cushy job, but 1 should like to see some of
his erities goinge throueh what the guard
las 1o go through on goods trains mnl mixed
frains.  Then 1 <hould like them o go
through what che Camilies of the locomotive
drivers hove to go thrpneh in the upsetting
of home lite, the being ealled our at all
hours, and the getting home again ar all
hours. It i= all very fine for cvities to con-
sider the rvatlwav curployee from a saper-
ficial point of view. The Arhitration Conrt
in grapting woerking conditions to the rail-
way employees views the whole of his dix-
abilitiex; and it i= only reasonable that the
public shoulld take the sane comprehensive
view, rather than lean to the superficial view
periodically dished up by interested news-
papers desiring to cover up their own faults
and their own profiteering by publishing
articles that arve misleading to the publie, I
do not wish to say more than that I helieve
the wages and s=alaries of railway servants
should not he based upon the earning
capaeity of the railways. If we are to so
baze thetn, we shall have to go into the ques-
tion whether we can emrry certain commodi-
ties at a loss, whether we ean maintain the
railways in the numbers that we ave building
to-day. Despite the guestions that have to
he investigated, if we have to sax that the
conditivns of employment in the railway
service shall be hased on the earning vapacity
of the railways

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
say that; vou wonld not reach tmality.
Hon. W. D. JOUXSOXN: No, bat
said that beeause the railwavs
losing and that thelr earnine<  are
not wp to the previous standard, the
matter e¢an he put  rieht by redue-
ing wages and salaries. You cannot do any-
thing of the kind, and it is unfair to ap-
proach the question trom that point of view.
I believe that reform is necessarv: I like
reform and review: T beleve the present de-
pression will de a certain amonnt of grond
in the way of hringing abouf reconstruction
on a =ounder hasis, but at the =same time
T want the investigation to be on a more
compmichiensive hasis than the constantly re-
ferrine to the need for rednction in wages
and salarie~, The whole question of railway
economy must be hased on a more general
investization, and T bhelieve that Parliament
will menerally as<ist  the Minister in his
efforts to bring ahout the reconstrmction to

it is
are
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the end of securing a better fnancial devel-
opment than would he the poxition if we
linted the matter to the question of wages
Pt anra]l wodking comditions,

MZR. WILLCOCK (Ueraldton) [549]:
Boerere  the vote s put,  does  the
Jlini<ter intend to give us any infor-
wation  with vegavd to the matter dis-

enx~eth o Thavsday night last? We shoukd
{tke io know the reison why the Governmes:t
=t uetad the Comnisstonis o coitinue
w=ing ecerfain coal  awainst his expressed
wi~l. @ wizh refevred to not only in bis re.
port to the Minister but in the reporlt which
cume hefore Parliainent. T think the House
ix entitled 1o an explanation,

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. J. Scaddan—Maylands—in veply)
[550]): There is not mueh to say on the
subjert reterred to hy the hon. member. I
am anxious not to hastily deal with the yues-
tion, and possibly do an injustice to people
who have found the capital to develop omne
of the coal mines at Collie. The hon. mem-
ber knows that for a long period we were
obtaining coal from practically one <ot of
niine-. controlled by the Amalgamated Col-
lieries, and that <trenuons efforts were maule
to obtain a free mwket for voal For raliway
purposes. Thowe eftort~ were doonied to
failure. Tenders were invited, but none was
received,  The hon. member knows that it
was hot on aceount of a Livk of desive on
the part of the vompanie« to tender, and the
Grittin Company made redevence to the faet
that, if they attempted to tender, it wonld
lead to serious industrial tvouble, The hon.
member also knows quite well that the posi-
tien with regard fo the price is fixed by the
agreement for takine such eoal: the miners’
wages are fixed on the hasis of the calorifie
value of the coal they mine at cach of the
mines,  This had the effert of makine Grithn
voal uneconomic trom the pnint of view of
railway consumption. It we uhtained Gritiin
coal at its econonie value as arrived at hy
firebox test, we wonld not have paid
19s. per ton, but much less. There was
no possibility of our doing that, for the rea-
son that the miners would not agree to hew-
ing coal unless it was paid for on ite calori-
fic valne. Irrespective of how we might
feel about the maiter we are under existing
conditions bound to take eoal and
to pay for it on its ealorific valee
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The @Griffin mine is new, compara-
tively speaking, and uwp to just prior to
the general elections, it had not supplied
any great quantity ol coal; it had not be-
cume one of the producing mines. The
Commissioner of Railways refused to enter
into an agreement with that ecompany on
the same basis as the agreement with the
Amalgamated Collieries unless he had a
summer firebox test. The Government at
the time instructed him to proceed as
quickly as possible to make that test. The
test was made and, briefly, I wish to say
that I am astonished that some people—
who are looked upon as a ¢lass that would
not suspecl dishonesty in others, hecause
others would not be entitled to assume that
they were dishonest—rather took up the
attitude that in the firebox tests made by
the Commissioner there were some little
happenings that were not quite free and
altogether above board, that there was some
collusion in the interests of the Amalgam-
ated Collieries. All that had the effect of
ereating an unfortunate position in respect
of the coal that was being obtained from
Collie. The present Government had to
face the fact when they assumed office that
a mine had been opened up with Govern-
ment assistance, in the belief that the coal
was safisfactory, that it was a hard coal,
and that its use would provide a supply
independent of that of the Amalgamated
Collieries. Firebox tests were made during
the summer months, but it was found that
the coal from that mnine, although it had a
high ealorific value, it did not have the same
economic value as the other eoals. The Com-
missioner stated definitely that, in those
gireumstances, he was not prepared fo take
coal from any mine unless it could produce
a coal that could be used economically. By
virtue of that fact the then Minister said
that he would only be & party to opening
up new mines that could produce a coal
that was hard and that could stand a fre-
box test. I wish to be careful because I
have no desire to do anyone an injury. The
test proved that, while the coal was hard, it
could not be used economically, and the
Commissiouer declared that he did not in-
tend to take a further supply. The member
for Geraldton (Mr. Willcoek) told the
House that the then Government supported
the attitude of the Commisioner, and de-
cided that no cnal should he taken from the
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Gritlin  mine.
that.

Hon. P. Collier; The wmember for Ger-
aldton said he did not disagree with the
Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is true. The whole matter was allowed
to drop for a period. When we assmmned
oftice we lhad to face the position that a
number of men had invested a certain
amount of capital in this particalar mine
in the belief that the coal would be satis-
factory, and that those men suddenly found
themselves cut off. The question arose
whether it was desirable, in view of the
statements made and the accusations that
were flung around, that we should take up
the attitude that we would not inquire fur-
ther into tbe matter and allow the mine to
be closed down. Instead of doing that, we
asked the Commissioner whether there was
any serious objection to using Griffin coal
during the winter months, The Commis-
sioner said definitely “No,” and that there
was very little difference between the Grif-
fin coal and coal from the other mines dur-
ing the winter months. He added that he
would not be a party to using Griffin coal
during the summer months.

Mr. Willeock: There is notbing like that
in the report.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
he said nothing like that in the report be-
cause he only dealt with it in the way all
coal is dealt with, namely, by way of a
test. The Government having about £21,000
invested in this mine—

Hon, P. Collier: It is well secured.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Secured by the funds of private individ-
nals.

Hon. P. Collier:
guarantee.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is true, but the money would bave to
be found by the people who had already
pu large sums info the development of
the mine in the honest belief that they were
going to benefit the State in the process.
Tt would have been simmple to say—“It is
not our troubles; the Commissioner has de-
clared that he will not take any of it, and
therefore we will not worry any more about
it# 1In view of the acensations that have
been made, I suggest that we should
have the person named in the agree-

I ean find no evidence of

A joint and several
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ment appointed as  arbitrator. anf
submit the facts to him, and request
him to gather evidence from any source he
likes, so as to decide whether the test made
was in aceordance with recognised practice,
to defermine whether everything done was
fair and above board, and whether the Com-
missioner was justified in arriving at the
conelusion he came to arising out of the
test. Mr. Howe, the State Mining Engineer,
who has no interest at all in the matter, has
said that the tests were conducted in accord-
ance with recognised practice, that they were
fair and above board and that there was no
evidence of collusion. It was not a matter
of the Government merely approving of the
coal and getting a product that enabled the
drivers to use it; it had to be proved to the
satisfaction of an independent person, one
having a knowledge of the industry, and we
satisfied ourselves regarding the coal. Then
we arrived at the preseat position. Com-
plaints were voiced in the Legislative Coun-
¢il. One hon. member there moved for the
appointment of a Royal Commission. He
went so far as to suggest the basis on which
the inquiry should be held. Under normal
conditions, the Government might bave agreed
to the appointment of a Royal Commission
of ‘inquiry into the various phases that bave
been dealt with. On the other hand, unless
some sound reasons are advanced for the
appointment of a Royal Commission, which
would involve the community in heavy ex-
pense, the Government have no right to give
way in the face of the clamour that has been
raised in that direction. I say definitely
that, in my opinion, no cne concerned with
this whole question has done anything, nor
is likely to do anything, that it would be
necessary to hide. I do not believe anything
has been done that has not been carried out
in the full light of publicity. It would not
be possible—I say it advisedly in view of
the criticism that has been levelled at me,
among others—for anyone eoncerned in the
production of coal that is for use as the fuel
supply for a railwey system such as our
own, to dv anything of any magnitude, and
continue to do if, without someone making
the position known. For my part, I do not
think therz is any need for an inquiry into
the position regarding Collie coal, unless it
be on the one point as to whether we are get-
ting, under the existing arrangements, the
best economic results,” from the standpoint
of the railways, out of our native coal
There may be some argument on that voint.
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In those circumstances, I have suggested,
and Cabinet has agreed to adopt my pro-
posal, that the Government should obtain the
services of some outside and quite inde-
pendent person to give us advice, as soon as
possible, as to whether we are getting the
best economic value from the native coal we
are using. That will apply to all the Collie
eoal we are using to-day, and not that from
the Griffin mine alone. To me the Griffin
mine is merely a circumstance involved in
the whole question. The point is, are we
getting the best value from the mnative eoal
that is possible in the interests of the com-
munity, who have to use the fuel and have
to pay for it?

Mr. Wilson: I should say, yes.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
did not think the hon. member would say,
no. Let me tell the member for Collie {Mr.
Wilson) that I believe there is a lot of mis-
understanding regarding the use of Collie
coal, TFor a number of years there were
serious complaints about the coal and the
ex-Minister for Railways, as an old loco.
driver, will know that the complaints against
Collie coal were that it was a bad steamning
coal, that it imposed a lot of additional work
upon the men on the footplates, and that,
in addition, it was difficult to get up s suffi-
cient pressure of steam to enulle the trains
to pull their loads on heavy grades.

Mr, Willeock: There wag a lot of tromble.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is true that an attempt was made to secure
an arrangement to govern the supply of coal
from Collie.

Mr. Willeoek: Yes, good coal.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
that time there wers a number of small
mines all over the place. Some of them
were so small that I think their names
are almost forgotten now. There was the
Wallsend mine, the Collie Burn mine and
goodness knows how many more. Some of
those small mines had only been started for
# comparatively little while, and they were
turning out what they ealled coal, but it was
not what was wanted,

My, Wansbrough : Some of it was like
stene in those days.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It was stone.

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS: Yes,
At that time we considered it necessary to
secure a better basis on which eoal would be
delivered for use on the railways. To that
end we got the men who were responsible
for hewing the coal and who were interested
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in seeuring an increased ontput to give con-
sideration to the matter. We serured the
co-operation of the Labour oreanisations
representing hoth the conl miners and the
laeo. drivers,

Hon. T, Collier:
into it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. 1 was responsible for hringing
them into the matter.

Mr. Panton: You were chairman ai the
conference,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
had a definite objeet in view, and it was to
keep the money, which we were sending to
Newcastle for coal supplies, in our own
Xiate tor cireulation here,

Hoen. P. Collier: That
scribed as a “seandal” now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes,

Hou, P. Collier: That is what is now de-
~cribed as *Trades Hall domination.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
can assure bon. members that anyone who
touches conl jis subjeet te what is ealled
spontanecus combustion. All sorts of things
have been said about various people. I am
afraid some of it has had a politieal tinge,
lut that does not matter. At that fime, we
secured the interest of the Australian La-
hour Party in the question for the purpose
of having that body to stand between the
two other Labour organisations who were
preventing the greater use of our native coal.
As a result, we obiained an agreement,
which has been effective, and up to this
point has been of benefit to the State, to the
loco, drivers amd to the miners. The loco.
drivers agreed to use Collie coal subject to
the miners agreeing not to be parties to sup-
plying coal not over a vertain definite value.
On the other hand, the Government, with
the nssistance of the loco. drivers and the
miners as well, were able to eut out the
mines that were supplying what was known
as soft coal and were making it so diffienlt
tor the railways. We got rid of those mines
and  made the position generally in-
tinitely  better. Side by «ide with the
nndertaking given by the lnco. drivers,
the Collie miners wave the (lovern-
ment  another  important  undertakinz.
They =aid, “We don’t want you to he fear-
ful. in the event of the Government ceasing
to import Newenstle coal and using 100 per
vent. Collie eanl on the railwavs, that we

That i= how thev came

ts what s de-
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will hold vou up. We will give vz am
agreement fhat there =halt be no hold-u; of
produetion.”

Mr. Wilkon: And there has been uone.

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYR .
That is the point. There has heen 1o hold-
up. I do not see that there can be any ob-
Jection to the adoption of such a cour<e. .=
a result of the aveangement, it has lwen
mutually satisfactory to Collie, to the ruil-
ways and to the State wenerally. The money
that would have zone to New Sountli Wales
for the purchase of Newcastle roal lin- re-
mained in civenlntion in our own State. The
only point that ean arvise ix in the evenr of
the apening up of a new mine.  DPer-anally
T have no objeetion to that. Tf the opering
up of a new ficld assures the public ot con-
tinuity of snpplies and gives them o hetter
denl, what objection ean he raised? O the
other hand. T eannot see any advantage to
he derived from opening up a new field near
Collie, entting (hat fownship in half and
necessitating the spendine of large ~wms of
Government  funds  in providing  utilities
necessary for a new aren.  On the ofher
hand, if a new field were to he opened up
near Perth or east of the ranges, T cunnot
see any ohjeetion (o he raized to the project.

Mr, Wilson: There is provision for that
in the agreement.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS :
That is so. The memher for Collie knows,
however, that while such provision exists in
the agreement, it applies for three vears
only. Tn those circumstances, it has litile
effect. Tf a new field were opened up to-
morrow, T deubt if it eould be developed ta
the produetive stage within a period of
three vears, so that although provision mav
be made in the agreement, it reallv does not
afford any protection from the point of
view I have indieated.  That, however, is
not the point. What are we to do vegarding
a mine that we have, at any rate, gone some
way in encouraging? Are we to ask the
people concerned in that undertaking to
throw £70,000 in the air, without having any
proper investigation? Are we to throw
men who left their employment on other
fields and sacrificed their priority of em-
plovment, to which the member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has
made reference, om to the scrap heap and
leave them stranded? Under conditions ex-
icting to-day, sueh men would not he able
to find employment in Collie. T do not
+hink they could be taken on at any of the
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mine= operafing there at the present time.
All T am concerved about in dealing with
this question is to do jusiice to everyone
concerned. I think the whole position ean
be cleaned up without involving the State
in much expense. In my opinion, we have
passed the stage at which any further in-
guiry is necessary and I hope to be in a
position hefore the end of the session to in-
form: hon. members what we propose to de
veearding the Griflin mine, In the mean-
time, we must see to it that fair and ade-
qnate protection is given to all concerned.

Vote put and passed.
Votes—State Batteries, £28,197; Cave

House (including caves of the South-West,
ete.), £13,000—agreed fo.

Vate—Sale of Government
Trust lecount, £126.979:

Propertit

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshally [69]: It i
nece=siary to explain one or two matters re-
lating to the Vote. The Sale of Government
Property Trust Fund is in o different posi-
tion this year from what it has heen in years
gone by, The Sale of Government Property
Trust et of 3907 provided that when plant
or property was purchased or huilt from
fund~ voted by Parlimment and sold in a
subsequent vear, the procceds weve to he
paid into a special account; and advanues
made in one year, and recovered in subse-
quent years, were to be dealt with in a sim-
ilar manner. That applies, for instanee, to
the financing of ratepavers for sewerage
connections, We have spent & considerahble
sum of money under that heading, as hon.
memhe v are aware. The Aet was revoked
by the Financial Agreement Act, which came
into operation on the st Jaly, 1927, Be-
ennse of that fact, the Estinates now hefore
hon. members arve different from what was
the position in the past. T will explain why
that i= s0. It was decided at conferences
of Premiers held at Canberra and elsewhere,
that in future all meney received in the
Properiy Trust Aceount xhould he utilised
as loan funds.  As from July, 1927, in con-
sequence of the passing of the Financial
Agreement Act, amounts that would pre-
viously have been paid to the speeial trust
aceount have heen credited either to Consoli-
dated Revenue, if revcnue money was con-
cerned, or into loan repavments aceount.
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The reguirements in regard to the latter are
that the amonnts so received shall he avail-
able for reappropriation for loan work. In
other words, in all probability this is the
inst occasion on which the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Trust Account will appear
on the Fstimates, and the money at present
available can be used to finanee certain un-
dertakings.  The position of the old fund
on the 30th Jone, 1930, was as follows:—

£

Balanee on 30th June, 1929 526,579

Net receipts for 1929-30 17,385

Total .. £543,950
Expenditure against appropriations

voted by P'arliament 221,578
Leaving unexpended on 30th June,

19350 .. .. . £322,371

Of this amount, provision is made on this
year’s Sale of Government Property Trust
Estimates representing £€126,979. If all of
this is expended, the halance on the 30th
June next will he £195392. That is the
position generally regarding the Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust: Fund, and if hon.
memhers require information regarding any
of the items, T zhall he able to supply it.

MER. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[6.38]: s the Minister for Works has in-
dicated, the money inclmded in the Vote has
hren used largely in the past to maintain
works that hive been undertaken out of Loan
funds, The Estimates show the desperate
pesition the Government are in, or rather
the desperate policy they are adopting in
the provizion for vxpenditure of this money
during the vear. | would instonee the posi-
thon regarding the renovation and upkeep
of public buildings throughout the State,
sich as lospitals, scheols, poliee quarters,
sehool teachers’ quarters, throughout the
State. T refer to those on which loan
money has heen spent for renovations and
upkeep. v that respeet, the Vote this year
s heen reduced by €£31,000. That appeals
to me as a poliey of abzolute despair. Puh-
e buildings and works of all descriptions
are to be negleeted and are not to be main-
tuined. It will cost a lof more money to
put those works in condition later on, Dur-
ing the last 12 months or more there has
heen a consistent agitation on the part of
sehool teachers for improved ¢uarters, par-
ticu[arll_\- in the country distriets, For many
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vears those quarters were neglected, par-
ticularly during war time. An effort was
made to catch up arrears of work in that
respect and to provide something like devent
quarters for the teachers. This vear that
vote is to be reduced by £16,400 as against
what was available last year.

The Minister for Works: That is right.
No money is available.

Nitting suspended from 6.135 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr. MeCALLUM: For years the scnool
teachers bave been pressing for improve-
ments to quarters in country districts, and
we tried to meet them, but the Vote shows
that Iess iban half the amount previounsly
provided will be spent this year. The school
teachers were very dissatisfied with the pro-
gress previously made. If they were dis-
satisfied with a Vote of £30,000, I do not
know how they will view a Vote of £10,600.
No doubt the complaint of the school teach-
ers is justified. Improvemenis have leen
nmade bit by hit, but the type of cottage pro-
vided is very poor. The whole of the pablie
buildings are to suffer. Not a coat of puint
or a bhit of kalsomine is to be given to any
building. School teachers’ guarters, police
quarters, and hospitals will suffer, because
no money will be available for them.
Whereas £10,000 was provided for roads,
bridges and drainage in the group areas last
year, a sum of only £1,000 will be provided
this year., Thus there has been slaughter all
round, and when the fime comes to meet the
sitnation, the expense will be greater than
if a little money had been provided =ach
year. For some years the State has cub-
sidised the purchase of stud stock, and
whereas £1,260 was spent last year, nothing
is provided for this year. This will mean
o great set-back to our stock-raising indus-
try.

The Minister for Works: Less money is
available this year.

My, MecCALLUM: The Estimates show a
decrease of £94,601, bat items have been
vedueed to the extent of £162,253. Thus
money is being spent in cther directions, in-
stead of being made available for the items
T hove enumerated. Last year £96,000 was
made available from this Vote, apart from
loan money, for improvements to Victoria
Quay, Fremantle, but this year no money is
provided. Is it to be taken that the work
ou the lerth now undergoing reconsirue-

tion will ke stopped?
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The linister for Works: No moner is
available.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is a serious mat-
ter, because both Vietoria Quay and North
Wharf need attention.

The Minister for Works: North Whar{ iy
a different matter.

Mr. McCALLUM: Tt iz doubtful whether
North Whart will earry the wheat tinffie
this year.

The Minister for Works: I know the ;osi-
tion there is serious.

Mr. MeCALLUM : Dering the last six
years we have spent about £100,000 a vear
on reconstroction work, but the indicaiion
is that all that work is to be stopped. North
Wharf is in a very bad condition; piles have
been badly eaten, and it has been necessary
to prop up the wharf with additional piles.
If the wharf gave way, there would ba seri-
ous interference with the shipment of wlheat
and wool, and it is doubtful whether the
harbonr would be able to cope with the busi-
ness. This Vote indicates a policy of
despair,

The Minister for Lands: It is not a (ues-
tion of despair; we eannol get the money.

Mr. MeCALLUM: What I eomplain about
is the transfer of money to other classes of
work. The money for bloed stock should
not be withdrawn., If our wheat and wool
are to be marketed, the wharves at the chief
seaport must be kept in good order.

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS {Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall—in reply) [7.40]:
I am not sure that to denl with the Vote as
the Government have done is a policy of
despair. It is a question of using the money
available to us. It is all very well for the
member for South Fremantle to say that
school teachers have been agitating for bet-
ter qoarters for years past. We cannot be
held responsible for whal was done during
those years. We shall have considerably less
money to spend than had the previous Gov-
ernment. The estimate under this Vote is
£126,979, a reduction of £94,601 on last
year’s expenditure. If members analyse the
expenditure, they will find that the reduction
is no greater than that on ordinary loan
account. Loan funds available this year will
he much less than the amounts spent in
years gone by, North Wharf does not come
under this acconnt. We have spent certain
money on reconstruction work at Vietoria
Quay. Until money becomes more plentiful,
it is not intended to proceed with further
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reconstruction after the work now in hand
is completed. The position at North Wharf
is rather serious, but the money for recon-
ditioning that wharf does mot come out of
this Vote. The £20,000 comes out of rev-
enue.

Mr. Sleeman: Will you transfer the work-
ers from Vietoria Quay to North Wharf?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
talking abont the wharf, not the workers.
We shall ¢ndeavour to find money to make
some of the reconditioning work permanent.
The member for South Fremantle spoke of
an item tor police stations and quarters,
£2,000, last year, and nothing this year. A
good deal of the expenditure last year was
inewrred in providing fly-proof doors, efe.,
which was necessary under an Arbitration
Court award. This year I do not expect to
purchase sny new furniture. In furtherance
of economy mensures, we have an officer
visiting the various Government departments
to take over surplus furniture, and at the
Public Works Department we have several
rooms filled with furniture. Many offices
were overstocked, so that instead of buying
new furniture this year, it will be possible
to meet requirements out of the store. The
hon. member spoke about repairs to publie
buildings. The provision for additional re-
pairs this year is £8,000. The money for
this work previously came out of revenue
Estimates, whereas this year it has been in-
cluded in this account.

Mr, McCallum: Provision for addi-
tions and renovations to buildings not other-
wise provided for is to drop from £10495
to £2,500.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes;
the Government have been compelled fo ex-
ercise economy. Unless we have the money
we cannot spend if. Some of the items have
been ineraased, but taken on the whole there
is a reduction of £94,601. One item that T
assume will be dealt with by the Minister
for Mines is the recoup on water charges
for mining, £45,000,

Vote put and passed.

Department of Minister for Lands and
Immigration (Hon. C. G. Latham, Minis-
ter).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £66,709:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [7.44]: I suppose
it is to the Lands Department that mem-
bers will look to find some permanent soln-
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tion for the unemployed trouble prevailing
in the State. They have a perfect right to
do that. Aectually the settlement of our
lands is the only permanent way in which
we can avoid unemployment. I regret there
are two things that we find ourselves up
against. One of these is the amount of
land that is available to throw open. I re-
fer to Arst-class land, sueh as must be avail-
able [or the people who have no means of
their own. If is only this type of land that
will give suech people an opportunity to
make a success of their ventures. The second
is want of money for the construetion of
rnilways. I propose first of all to deal with
our agricultural aress. Some time ago an
arrangement was entered into with the De.
velopment and Migration Commission for
the settlement of 3,500 farms. Everything
was going along well until one of the experts
of the Agrienltural Department reported
there was alkali in the soil in certain parts of
the State. This seemed to give the commis-
sion an opportunity to hang up all nego-
tiations that were then going on. To-day
before anything further ean be done we
must have a soil analysis, survey and in-
speetion made. The work is now being done
hy the fleld staff. It eannot be done quickly
because we have only oue expert available.
Until the survey has been completed it will
be tmpossible to proceed further with the
scheme, concerning which an agreement was
entered into.

Hon. P. Cellier: Is this still being carried
on?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
survey is still being made.

Mr, H W. Mann: By the officer who
condemned the land9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: By the
only available professional officer possess-
ing the requisite knowledge for that elass
of work. He has been ably assisted by Dr.
Simpson, who is doing the laboratory work
in connection with the analysis of the soil.

Mr. W. H. Mann: Did you not bring an
expert from the Eastern States?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pro-
fessor Prescott was here. Unfortunately he
broadly endorsed, the view expressed by
Dr. Teakle. I am hopeful that so limited
an area of soil will be found to be affected
that we shall be able to go on with the
scheme. Several people have gone out 70
miles from a railway. The idea was to link

The
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up the whole area with railway services,
and give the settlers the same opportunity
to make a success of wheat twrming as
other» have had elsewhere. Unfortunately,
we have to complete the investigation be-
fore the commission will give any considera-
tion in vespect ta further money for railway
purpase-,

Mr. Angelo: Will you not have to raize
the price of wheat?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: I will
not pretendl that the Government have
power to do that. The position is a very
desperate one for those on the edze of set-
tlement =0 far from a railway. As mem-
bers know, one railway is being built from
l.ake (race to Karlgarin, according to the
authortsation which waz passed. Tt was
Loped to have the investigation far enoungh
advanced to link up with other systems
the railways whieh would have gone into
this partieular part of the State, the sarvey
of which is now going on.

Han, P. Collier: 8o far as we know, less
than halt of the area mnvolved is affected,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Yes, so
far as we know., It is the poliey of the
Government not te make any more land
available there, for two reasons. The frst
is that the distance from a railway is too
wreat. Secondly, if any reallocation has to
he made, we must have some spare land in
the district so that we can rearrange the
holdings on a hetter basis. It would be
unwise to take the settlers off their blocks
unless we had an opportunity somewhere
else in the same loeality of reinstating them.
heeanse they would have more interest in
and knewledge of the district than they
would have in any other part of the State.
TWith that in mind there is only anc other
place we ecould turn our attention to,
namely, the North, T bad an opportunity
recently of visiting the Balla-Dartmoor
country. My predecessor had a fair amount
of }and surveyed there. From what T know
and from what our expert officers say, I
should imagine the soil is all vieht, but T
am rather pessimistte abont the rainfall.
We are carrying on the scheme put ap by
the cx-Minister for Lands (the member for

Mount Maguet), and are having 100
acres tested Dhefore we make any
of the land available,  This is  n

wise policy hecause it iz a new eclass of
enuntry for wheat production. T admit that
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the type of lami 1 saw growing wondertul
crops was not the type of country I ex-
pected would be used for wheat growing.

Me. H. W, Mamn: What is the timber on
it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t seems
to be wostly myal, molga, and needlewood.
There in alzo # Eaivly big sprinkling of pine.
There are none of the thnbers upon it that
we are used te in the agrienltural areas.
It i= o matter we should thoronghly investi-
gate before placing people on the land out-
side the No., 3 rabbit-proot fence. East
oi Pithara, some 20 or 30 miles from
a railway, we have land resumed from pas-
toral leases. This we have thrown open in
fairly large areas for wheat growing and
sheep raising. Whilst the Agrienltural
Bank trustees are at present unable to reir-
der finaneial assistance to the settlers, we
are making it a condition that each one shall
have at least £500 to enable him to . deter-
mine whether he can make & snecess of that
land or not, There is sueh a tremendous
clamour for land, particilarly on the part
of people withont eapital, that we have to
he verv eareful before we make any of it
available in any of these districts ecither forr
wheat growing or sheep raising. One great
advantage ahout this part of the State is
that an abundance of water ean he ohtained
from shallow sinking. TWe have also had
to turn our attention to the Sonth-West.
The very best investment for a wan on the
land is to he found there. .\lthough we know
that the group settlements have cost u lot
of money, we must all admit that a substan-
tinl benelit has acerued to the State hy rea-
son of that scheme. We have given a value
te our lands in the South-West. T am con-
vinced we have shown the old settlers what
can be done. We have already drawn out
of that country a considerable amount of
wealth. What is more important still is that
we are able to keep within the State large
sums  which  have annunally gone to
other parls of Australia for the importa-
tion of produce we ean now grow in shun-
dunce ourselves. I am now going to take
the Committee into my confidence in regard
to all the settlement that has ocenrred. Some
members have raised a protest converning
the activities of the Government, We are
investizating as elosely as possible every
lund settlement scheme. A little while apo
the people of Albany approached the Pre-
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mier to have a large area of Jand there
thrown open. 1 went doewn to Investigate
the proposition and took with me the expert
advisers, a representative of the Agricultural
Bank, and a representative of my deparc-
ment. A considerable grmount of Crown fand
is available there. There is, however, a risk
abont that tvpe of country. It will make
good pasture land hut will require a lot ot
capital te bring it inte production.  To
test out the Tand we are having made avail-
able 25 farms, for which we hope to secure
25 wood men. We intend fo zive them hank
assistaner, and f they make a suecess we
shall fevl justified in extending the settle-
ment.

My, Wanshrough: Is that in the Kalgan
«istrict 7

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: The Kal-
gan and King River Distriets,

FHon. W, 1. Johnson: How ['ar is it from
the town?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: 1t is from
13 to 23 miles to the outside block. Thers
aire several roads, and road construetion there
is a simple matter. The butter fuctory at
Albany has not heen working full time be-
canse dairvings has not reached the stage
when it is possible for it to de so. The but-
ter factory has been put mider new manage-
ment, and is being bronght up to date. We
oughi to give these people some help if
possible. T hope when the 25 areas are ready
—20 of them are ready now--we shall he
able to pick the right elass of man who will
make n success of dairving npon them. The
peliey of the Government in the South-West
is dairving.  That is our main ohject. We
are not going to debar men from growing
apples or potatoes on suitable country, hat
our miin poliey iz dairving, and we are
poing to stick to that rigidly. Any sidelines
will be given consideration and encourage-
ment, but these will not be owr primary oh-
ject in land settlement. I now propose to
deal with that portion of the State about
whieh there have been many unfavourable
comments, namely, Nornalup. With my
officers T investigated the territory we are
now settling, Tt is on the west side of the
Frankland River. T guarantee there is no
hetter looking country in the State. We
have had the Agrienltural Bank officers and
those of the Lands Department over if, and
we have had both a land and a fimber elassi-
fiesttion of the entire area. T want to contea-
vict the statement thot we arve de-troxvine
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£5,000,000 worth of timber. Nothing of the
kind is heing done; we are not overriding the
powers of the Conservator.

Mr. Sleeman: Have yon any official esti-’
mate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 have
all T require, but probably not sufficient to
suit some wembers. I am going to give mem-
hers the tullest information so that they ean
hear what is heing done. No oune will sug-
gest that Mr. Kessell is not a eapable man
and js not canservative in the Jjob he holds.
The complaint is that Mr. Kessell gets more
ronsideration than does the Lands Depart-
ment. ’
] The Minister for Railways: He deserves
it nore.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He has
heen made thoroughly aeqnainted with all we
have done in the territory, and has helped
us. In the land that is being nsed we are
not destroving any marketable timber. A
vertain amount of karri and tingle is grow-
ing theve, The kavri is overgrown and over-
matured, and is therefore not zood for mill-
g, 1t is also pithy and hollow. The tingle
has never heen a satistuctory timber for

marketing. Not much investimation has been
maile  eoncerning it, hut ir is a type
off  tindher  that 15 diffiendt 0 work

for Purniture making.  Along the Frani:-
land  River on the east side, and
along the Deep River on the west side, we
dre reserving the timbers that are suitable
for marketing pwrposes. On the north side
where the farrsh is growing we propose to .
have nothing to do with the land. I would
remind members that a railway i built to
Nornalup.  Te-day it iz not carning axle
grease.  We bave no right to have a railway
there nuless we put it to some use. We con-
tend that we are putting it to seme nse.
1 pointed out previously that the Govern-
ment’s idea was to use the Crown lands in
the vicinity of the railway for the purpose
ef providing revenue. T wish to contradict
the statement of the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) that 12 ot
14 or 20 miles—I am not sure of the mile-
age mentioned by the hon. member—is too
far to cart eream to a faetory, Although
the railway is in this distriet and the train
runs twice a week, vet the whole of the
cream produced there is carted to Denmark.
Evidently it is more profitable to take the
cream by road than to take it by rail. The
Government hope, however, to alter that
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position. The distance carted is 33 or 34
miles, Now, the people engaged in the in-
dustry should be the best judges of the
matter.

Mr. MeCallum: It may be a matter of
necessity with them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
not a matter of necessity, as there are two
trains per week. The whole of the land has
been classified as to soil every two chains.
That was done by the previous Government.
There is plenty of running water, and thus
the district possesses all essentials for dairy-
ing. The shortest distance to a railway line
is eight miles, and the longest 20 miles.

Mr. MeCallum: How is the river to be
erossed ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: By the
bridge.

Mr. MeCallum: Ts the bridge reliable?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Very
reliable. When I was down there, an in-
spection was made and no rot whatever was
found in the woodwork. During most parts
of the year the river could be crossed by an
ordinary crossing if the banks were cut
down a little. That would be so at all times
of the year except the depth of winter. The
river is an easy obstacle to overcome. The
amount of criticism levelled at the scheme
by people who know nothing about it has
caused considerable unrest among the offi-
cials, In order that this should not be a
land settlement scheme wholly by the Lands
Department, the Government have called the
Agriculiural Bank into consultation. As a
result the trustees of that institution have
agreed to find the necessary money for the
settlers. The Lands Department are not
making the advances for eclearing; those
advances are being made by the Agrieul-
tural Bank, In the early stages of the
scheme the Government found it necessary
to send certain men to the district to do
preliminary work. They were under Mr,
Rogers, a Main Roads Board official wko
came over to the Lands Department to take
charge of the preliminary work, such as
erection of sheds and camps, and repairs to
certain roads, more particularly the road
from Walpole Inlet to the main connecting
road on the west side of the river. During
the first week or two 12 inches of rain fell,
and a fair amount of money was wasted in
endeavours to repair the road. However,
as soon as we found that we were unable to
do what was wanted, we resorted to water
transport, and this is being used at the pre-
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sent time. We get a launch at the river and
run round to Walpole Inlet in a very short
time, and there we deliver what is required.
This is done +without the cost of road re-
pairs. The road itself is just a track eut
through the bush, following the low, swampy
counfry and therefore diffienlt to maintain,
As soon as the weather takes up, the road
will be put in order. We are running roads
or tracks through the new area. These
tracks are comfortably graded. It costs
roughly &s. per chain to clear the timber.
There are certain colverts to be put in.
Road construction in the distriet is costing
£90 per mile.  The construetion work is
being done not only for the benefit of the
settlers, but also to cheapen the survey work.
Hitherto in connection with land settlement
surveyors have had to eut tracks wherever
possible, In this case we have been able to
precede the surveyors and obviate the neces-
sity for their men having to walk long dis-
tances. The tracks are only 10 feet wide,
and not at all elaborate, but they will serve
their purpose. If permanent roads are
eventually built, the tracks will serve as a
help towards them, We propose t{o sub-
divide the land, and perhaps it will be ob-
jected that the maximum ares, 200 acres, is
too small. Of this area 100 acres is to be
first-class land.  Let me say that in my
opinion there is no better land in the State
than is to be found in that distriet. It is
impossible to estimate what its value will
he in another 40 or 50 years' time. The loea-
tion is an ideal one to live in, and the value
of the land is bound to beecome tremendous.
Agrieultural Bank officials have been in the
distriet, and have had opportunities of in-
vestigating the seil and also of fixing the
price of clearing. They have agreed to the
proposals we have put forward. In omr
selection of settlers, we have taken nnem-
ployed married men with families.

Mr. Sleeman: (ood axemen are reguired.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
we have taken men physieally fit for the
job. This is quité a different proposition
from the group seftlements, under which
we took anyone who came along. Here we
have had a hundred men offering for every
one that we wanted. Thus we are in a
much better position than in the past for
settling the Jand. TUp to date we have
selected a hundred men, and they have done
highly satisfactory work., Outside eritics of
the scheme—I mean, outside this House--
kave rather frightened the Agrienltural
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Bank because of the tremendous cost of
clearing the land, Mr, Moran was chosen
by the Agricultural Bank to watch the in-
stitution’s interests in the matter. Mr.
Moran is one of the selectors of men for the
Jjob,” While it is wise that the Lands De-
partment should choose the settlers, it is
also wise that the Agrienltural Bank should
have some say in the matter, sinee that in-
stitution has to finance the scheme. While
I am Minister for Lands it will be the policy
of the Government that where the Agrieul-
tural Bank find the money, they shall have
a say in the selection of the men to go on
the holdings.

Mr. McCallum: Did the Agricultural
Bank have any say in the scheme itself?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. MeCallum: Are you sure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Quite
sure. I discussed the scheme with the bank
trustees before anything was done. They
agreed to it. That is definite,

Mr. Willeock: Did they agree on a goar-
antee from the Government?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no guarantee whatever, exeept that the Trea-
sury will find the capital for the Agrienltural
Bank, Surely the hon. member would not

suggest that I would put up a hare-brained
seheme to three men like the Agricultural
Bank Trustees! I do not think I counld in-
fluence them in that respect. The trustees
are now prepared to finance the scheme. At
one period Mr, Moran was a little bit afraid
of it. As a matter of fact, I know that he
discussed it with certain gentlemen, and that
the outlovk was considered dismal. I sug-
geated to Mr. Moran that if he was dissatis-
fied the scheme should be held up until he
had looked at the land. He inspected
the land, oand saw the men ‘working
there, with the result that he came
back fully satisfied that this is one of
the most promising settlement schemes in the
South-West. He has gone down now to allot
about 20 blocks of land to the men there. The
men will {ake charge of their holdings under
an Agrieultural Bank advanes, over which
the Government have no control. The men
will be under ordinary Agricultural Bank

. conditions until they are in a position to earn
their living. When I stated the estimated
cost of the work, my friends said it was so
low that the work eould not possibly be done
at the price. The estimated cost per settler
is £800. ‘
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Mr, MeCallum: We had estimates like
that for the groups when they started,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
groups were under different conditions from
these, It is estimated that the clearing and
intense culture of five acres will cost £50—
£10 per acre.

Mr. Willeock: How many trees are there
on each acre of land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNot
many. It is open country. It might be de-
seribed as park land.

Mr. MeCallum: I know that country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think the hon. member went near this
country. He may have gone along the
National Park road. That road does not go
through this area. The hon. member would
have to walk some distanee from the road
before gelting into any of the land that is
now being thrown open for selection.

Mr. McCallum: It is not different from
the rest of the country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
some difference,

Mr, Willeock: Tingle eountry is thick.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
not anything like so heavily timbered as the
country on the east side of the river, the
group side,

Mr. Wilicock: It would not nced to be.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The esti-
mate I have given is based on that of the
Agrienltural Bank oflicers,

My, MeCallum: I have been right through
that couniry to Denmark.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
hon. gentleman would not go through this
area.

Mr, MeCallum: But I would get an 1den
of the aren, at any rate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : When
the hon. gentleman crossed the Deep River,
he was in a belt of country which is to be
handed over to the Forests Department for
milling or other purposes. The portien to
be farmed is on the east side, on the slope
of the hill,

Mr. Wansbrough: Towards Thomson’sq

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Neo; in
the other direction alfogether. We propose
tc part-clear 50 acres, and the estimated
cost of part-clearing 20 acres is £6 10s. per
acre.

Mr. MeCallum: Whose estimate is that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is an
estinate based on that of the Agrienltural
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Bank officials. My, Mazzoletti's estimate i=
<« low that T have run a hlue pencil through
it.

Mr. MeCallum: What kind of elearing i
it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
clearing, up to 9 inches,
tingle will be ringharkei,

Mr. MeCallhum: Will it he possible to get
a plongl through the land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
not be nevessary to do much plonghing, ex-
cept to kill undergrowth and sevub.  And in
all probability we will do the sume as other
people who are making a snceess of it
namely double eultivate it. The cost of the
part elearing runs out at £267 10s, for 50
aeres.

Mr, Willecoek: But that is ridiculons.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of conrse
it ia.  But my friend knows what it was
costing on the gronps when his Government
left office; it was very mueh less than it had
been soma little period earlier. And to-day
we have ihe right eluss of men doing the
right elass of work. Many of those men
have done very little else but hard work all
their lives, and they are making a jolly good
iob of it.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: And it is all green
clearing,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes; we
find that the hest down there. The sowing
of the pasture of 50 acres we estimate may
cost £2 per acre. We have set aside £100
for that. Coming to fencing, we are only
roing to fence those portions ot the held-
ings which are elenred or partially cleaved.
So we will save certain expense when dam-
age by fres has to be taken into considera-
tion. The Aprieultural Bank oflicials have
& new idea for a house, one which I do not
know tuo mueh about. They think they ean
split shingles from the timber down there,
which will enable them to build a honse for
£120. S the total cost of making one of
these farus is estimated at £800. NMr. Moran
told we he felt it vight to say that the esti-
mate would not be exceeded. Cousequently
T think that in thix State we have very little
reasor fo complain ahont what is heing
done.

Mr. Angelo: What about the stock?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
providing for ten head of eattle at £17 per
head, or a total cost of £370.

M- Angelo: And is that in the sum?

Partial
The karri and the
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS, Yes. If
we ean ke one ot these farins with up to
otk aeres of part elearing for €800, we will
have done something worth white, Of course
it ditl not cost the old settlers that amouwnt
ol money, nor does it cost them that to-day,
We have =et some examples down there in
the South-West by the methods we have
tried out, showing how cheaply we can treat
the South-West as agninst the cost of earlier
methods.

M, Willeock:
there?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T wish
we conld hurry a great deal more than we
are deing. I wish we could take those peo-
ple and give them an opportunity straight
away., In the mesntime we have them on
our hands without doing a day's work.

My, Witleock: Your estimates are highly
problematieal and should first he tried out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
trying them out. All our work s heing
done by contract, our roads are being cleared
by piecework, and we are not restricting
the men to 44 hours but allowing them to
work as many hours as they like.

Mr. MeCnllum: The clearing of roads
has alwayx been done by piecework.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
assure the hon, member that statement is
incorrect, The whole of the work of road-
clearing in this State has not been done by
piecework.

Mre, McCallom:
of it has been.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, a
tremendouns lot of it has been done by day
Inbour. I know E am quite right in saying
that.

Mr. MeCallam: You are not right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
avoided the system that obtained under the
old group settlement scheme, Side by side
with our men on the groups, previously we
had men on day wages. We have avoided
that, and evervhody is mow trying to work
out lhis own salvation according to his own
idens of lahonr. What I have given the
House are not my own figures: indeed I
have put my pencil through some that I
considered too low. I have given a fair esti-
mate of what it is suggested this land can
be eleared for. It is ensier to elear this land
on a face. Under the old system, instead of
a man toking eharge of his own holding and
doing his own clearing, there were 19 or 20

But why the hurry down

Very nearlv the whole
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men at work in the group; but under this
system we will allot a man his land from the
day he =ceures it by ballot, and he will work
it himself. In order to absorbk some addi-
tional unemployed men, we are asking each
man on a block to take one other married
man with bim. We are going o leave it to
the Agrieultural Bank to allow a man suffi-
cient for himself and his wife and family.
There have been no complaints about the
Agrienitural Bank’s advances in the past,
%o we can safely leave it te the bank
to make those advances under this scheme.
Members must understand that it is not a
Lands Department scheme, other than that
we set aside the land, The scheme is being
financed by the Agrieultwral Bank, and that
without any pressure from any Minister of
the Crown.

Mr. Willeoek: That does not make i
much hetfer,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Will the
hon. menther say there has been any reason
to find fault with the Agrieultural Bank?

Mr. Millington: Only that thev have
tried to start wild-cat schemes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
seme of them have been very profitable to
the State. Men like -Mr. MecLarty, Mr.
Cook and Mr. Moran are not likely to make
mistakes, for they have » full knowledge of
the mistakes made in the past.

Mr. Willeoek: Their professional reputa-
tion as hankers will hang on this scheme.

Mr. MeCalhum: The Minister has ecer-
tainly pat the responsibility on them,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
they have accepted the responsibility. They
are going to find the money.

Mr. Angelo: Have vou had the opinions
of the local settlers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are noft many local settlers whose opinions
we could use. I do not know whether we
need worry too much about it. After all,
the land that has been cleared there by the
lucal settler bas heen cleared for a long
period, so [ do not think we need worry
very much about this. The group settle-
ment areas are on the opposite side of the
river, and we know what has heen done by
group settlement down there,

Mr. Willeock: What has group seitle-
ment eost there?

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: Well, we
know what has been written off.
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Mr. Willeock: But what has elearing un-
der group settlement vonditions cost?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One
farm on the opposite side of the viver has
cost £1,300 for the erection of the house
anid the partial clearing of 35 acres. We
assert that if it were given to these people
under piece work conditions they could do
it veey mueh cheaper than the old settler
did. And those people were quite wunac-
customed to Australiun conditions, while we
contend that the work ean be dene by Aus-
tralian bushmen cheaper than it has been
done in the past.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How many cows
will each settler keep? .

Mr. Millington: Ten. The Minisier said
50.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did
not say it. Some members may find it very
annoying if this scheme works ont more suc-
cesstully than is expected.

Mr. Willeock: No, no.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well, I
hope they will not. Yet it has been sug-
gested that the bridge was going to stop
people fromn erossing the river, and again
that T said we were going to feed fen cows.
I never made that staternent. \What I said
was that provision had heen made for the
purchase of ten cows,

Mr. Millington: Yes, that is right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
when we do reach that stage there will be
additional money available for additional
clearing. It does not pay those pcople to
have lurge areas of the South-West ountry
with the green timber remaining. Su I hope
that when the pastuwre is sufficiently far ad-
vanced for the earrying of fen cows, thers
will be additionnl clearing under way.

AMr. Millington: Did you ask the bank
trustees when they estimated these places
would be self-supporting?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
lines of the Hester group, it will he three
or four years. T propose to have something
to say abouk the values of land and the writ-
mg down by the hoard. T do not want
members to run away with the idea that the
hoards that have been appointed have been
able truly to determine the value of the
Iand they have written down., T have lere
files relating to two propertics which T in-
spected with a view to getting some idea of
the eosls and what we might expeet to have
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to write down. There was one property,
the name of whose owner I do not desire to
mention here, but whick I will give to any
member who desires it, that was thrown up
and disecarded by the board as unsuitable.
1t was not in a place where it was possibie
to tack it on to another holding. Having
hawked it a bit, the hoard got £368 for it.
It had about 27 aeres cleared, a house, dairy
and all necessary equipment provided for
these forms. A few days after it was sold
for £168 the new owner was offered £1,000
for it. When I was there ho had 12 cows
running on the property, was still milking
them, and had plenty of feed, and it was
Guite possible for him to set aside enough
to tide bim over the dry period. Anocther
property was written down to £1,300. I do
not know whether my values can be relied
upon, bat T suggest it was well worth £2,000.
There were 38 acres cleared—it was one of
those areas that had heen increased hy the
absorption of another area—and altogether
there was sufficient area cleared for the run-
ning of 40 cows, and still to leave sufficient
to cut for dry period,

Mr. McCallum: Do you wish us to infer
that the hoard did not know their job?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNo, I
only say those properties were reduced too
much. A little while ago a settler sold his
property for £300 in eguity. I say that
£300 Yelongs to the people. So we must
not be too much alarmed at what has been
done in the Sounth-West in the past. I hope
to place these people in a very happy posi-
tion. If they do what it is intended they
should do, they will certainly come out all
right, and will have the satisfaction of know-
ing they have played their part in the de-
velopment of the Sounth-West.

Mr, Willeock: We have heard that pious
hope for about ten years now,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But I
am speaking of land in the neighbhourhood
of the Hester group. The Hester group was
started by Mr. Angwin before he left to
tuke up the position of Agent-General. Tt
is not one of the old groups, but one of the
latest groups. I propoese to give a resume
of what is going on in the Lands Depait-
ment. The work, of vourse, has been carried
out principally by my predecessor. I regvet
to say there is a falling off in the applica-
tions for land.  There is not the money
Torthcoming to-day, and moreover we have
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not laud available close to  existing
railways which we could sell and turn
to  good account. Hence the pro-

nounced falling off in the applications,
During the year the counditional alienation
applications numbered 3,065 for an acreage
of 1,365,601. TFor pastoral leases there were
100 applicotions for 5,874,482 acres. It will
be seen that there has been a considerable
falling off in the fizures. In the previous
vear the conditional alienntion applications
numbered 6,114 for 2,200,837 acres, and
pastoral leases numbered 164 applications
for 12,685,760 aeres. The number of appli-
cations allotied by the Lands Department
during the year was 1,149, and the number of
new settlers 1,433. Loans approved by the
Agricultural Bank amounted to £694,771.
Of that lotal £405,201 was approved for
clearing 374,755 acres of virgin country, and
£289,000 for other permanent improvements,
stock, machinery and erop advances, Of the
last-mentioned sura £75,000 was advanced
for fallow. The wheat yield last year was
39,000,000 bushels and constituted a record.
There js every reason to cxpect a much
larger yield this year. The number of sheep
in the State at the end of last year was
9,556,823, and it is estimafed that the fignres
this year will be over 10,000,060. A con-
stderable number of farmers in the agrieul-
tural areas are going in for sheep because
it is more neeessary now to combine sheep
raising with wheat farming than was the
case in the past. We are not carrying out
experimental plots this year, except those
arranged by the previous Minister at Dart-
moor. It was proposed that we should put
one in at Foivestania, but owing to the dis-
tance from the railway and the diffieulty of
getting water it has been held over. In the
meantime investigatory work is being done
by Dr. Teakle. Surveys are taking place as
rapidly as possible in the South-West, and
particular attention is being paid to land
owned by the Crown adjacent to the rail-
way system. There is, however, very little
Crown land within 121% miles of a railway.
It is essential, of course, that we should have
reservations in this State, and nobody would
sucgest for one moment that we should not
set aside land for posterity in view of the
fact that we ean do to-day what they would
not be able to do in the years to come. I
vish to tell the House what the position is
with regard to repurchased estates. Qur
friends always tell us that we should acquire
properties adjoining railways, but the land
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that we have repurchased has not proved
the great advantage that is suggested by our
friends it should have proved.

Mr. MeCallum. Whom do you mean by
“our friends”? |

The MINISTER FOR LANDS :
friends who talk about as.

Mr. MeCallum: You are not referring to
us?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : 'Oh no;
people outside. I want members to realise
that when we purchase estates we have to
add interest, and it becomes a pretty heavy
burden on the man who aequires an area.
Nearly every property that has been bought
in the last 15 or 20 years has become & bur-
den on the taxpayers. 'Che position in the
Lands Depariment to-day, as far as arrears
of rent arve coneerned, is causing a fair
amount of anxiety.

Mr. Willcock: The same thing applies {o
Crown lands,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not so
much. If we acquire a property at £2 an
acre and a settler takes 1,000 acres, it costs
him over £75 for the half year, or £150 a
year has to be found by him from the day
he seleets it. Crown land is a different pro-
position. For the first five years a settler
pays interest on his survey, and if he takes
up land in the South-West he gets 160 acres
for nothing, only paying for the survey.
Those conditions have prevailed for a long
time past. The position is that the man
who aecquires land from a repurchased
estate is eaddled with a load of £150 a year
to start off with, and if be has to borrow
money to carry out improvements he be-
comes overloaded before he makes a com-
mencement.

Mr. Willeock: A man who buys land from
a repurchased estate should have some
capital.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
hon. member knows very well that most of
the land has been selected by people without
money.

Mr. Willeock: Not land from repurchased
estates.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I was
challenged by the Press and by some
settlers in this State that I said something
that was not endorsed by the people, to the
gffect that I was not going to purchase
estates and sell to people without money,

Mr. Willcoek: You did not eorreet it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did
correct if.

Our
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Mr. Willeock* Anyway, it is nice to have
the eorrection now. ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I said
that we would aequire properties so long as
people whko selected that land from us had
a little eapital of their own. Tt is essential
that 2 man who takes over such a property
should have capital to enable him to work
it. One wonders sometimes whether hon.
members realise what the finaneial position
of the State is. If they only understand
what the financial position of the Common-
wealth is, they will realise how that position
must be reflected in the finances of the State.
1t is not a guestion of w» have not done this,
or we will not do the other; it is a question
that we cannot do it because we have not
the money. Therefore we cannot buy pro-
perties wholesale along existing railways.

Mr. Willcock: You gave that out as part
of your policy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What I
said was that as far as I was concerned, I
was not going to use the people’s money to
repurchase estates and place men withont
capital on that land. Everybody should en-
dorse that. That was what I said at the
deputation at which the Press were present,
and the notes taken there will prove ik
Those people never had a chance from the
start, and when members say that we should
aequire properties along existing railways,
I draw their attention to the fact that we
have an Act of Parliament that enables us
to purchase certain lands under certain con-
ditions. Hon. members opposite never ac-
quired any land.

Mr. Munsie: I should think we would not,
with the amendment we had to accept from
the other House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nearly
all the properties along existing railways
that are unused are frechold, and we haveno
right at all to touch them, The only way i
which we eould touch them would be to
aequire them and we bave not the money to
do that.

Mr., Munsie: You would be very foolish if
you did under the existing legislation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Again,
we have mnot the people with money who
would take the properties off our hands.
We are doing the next best thing; we: are
giving land free under the usual land settle-
ment -conditions to settlers going to the
South-West part of the State and giving
them Agricultural Bank assistance to enable
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them to establish their farms. The member
for Guildford-Midland (Hor. W. D. Jobn-
son) was on a eommission with me and I
remember his saying that that was the sys-
tem under which the lands in the South-
West should have been settled. We are
wiving  settlers opportunity to prove that
~¢itlement undey those conditions exm be sue-
vessful. In the South-western part of the
State, besides the Nornalup seetion, there
ure others to be thrown open for selection,
and we are preserving to the Crown all
marketable fimber on the holdings. The
Minister for Forests is putling sleeper cut-
ters on some of the holdings to cut sleepers
simultaneously with the men who are clear-
ing. We ave protecting the State as far as
we can and protecting the rights of the
Crown in respect of marketable timber left
on those holdings. There are quite a num-
ber that have heen ent over two or three
times, and if we employ men to cut sleepers
we are providing them with employment,
and they are producing an article whieh, if
not saleable at the present time, will be sale-
able later on. T should like to say a few
words about migration. Hon. members are
aware that migration has fallen off and that
very few people are coming to the State
now. The only migrants arriving are those
that have been nominated from this end.
There bas been & marked reduetion in the
estimates of the Migration Department.
Nearly the whole of the staff has left and
there remain only one or two. Before long
there will be very little need for even those
bhands unless things brighten up consider-
ably. It is essential to keep the staff to-
gether because there is a cevtain amount
of after-care, and the only means of attend-
ing to it is to utilise the services of the
officers we have who ean be employed also
in collecting money that is outstanding. I
shall he prepared to give hon. members any
information thevy desire to lhave on these
Estimates.

Mr. Sleeman: Have you got an estimate

of the marketable timber at Nornalup?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ko, I
have not. I will take the hon. member’s
figures. We are reserving all the market-
able timber for the Forests Dlepartment.
That is the timber nlong the Frankland
River and a hig strip of eountry along the
Deep River.

Mr. MeCallinn: For some time past the
foreshore of tho-e rivers has heen reserved
for some distanee hack.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In those
areas there have not been any lands vezerved
outside the National Park. Aany years ago
the foreshore along National Park was re-
served. It is freehold property alonz the
river and along the nerth side, but ouce you
leave National Park it is all Crown land. If
the hon. member will aceept my invitation,
ke can come to my office and pernse the plan
that: discloses the classifieation of the land,
the timber on it, and other partieulars. In
fact, I issne the invitation to hon. members
generally. The only desire of the Lands
Department is to give the fullest informa-
tion. L have given the Committee complete
information, arid I realise that hon. members
themselves must aceept their shave of the
responsibility for the scheme.

Mr, Willeoek: My word, they have to!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No one
appreeiates that more than I do. This is no
hair-brained scheme of my own. We have
thoroughly investigated it, and we are pro-
teeting the people’s capital that will be in-
vested in it. T invite members to inspeect
the plans for themselves. In fact, there is
nothing to prevent them from going to Nor-
nalup to see the work that is being carried
out. It is in an elementary stage but it is
provosed to send 200 men down there and
eventually to have 500.

Mr. Willeock: Five hundred holdings?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, I
have indicated the number of holdings, hut
eventnally we will have 500 men employed
down there.  During the swmmer months
the men will be able to take their wives
there and thus enjov 2 econgenial holiday.
Tt is not proposed to ask them down during
the winter months when conditions are not
comfortable. In fact, we are not advocating
that they should take their wives there dur-
ing that period, nor are we ecnconraging
them to take their wives,

Mr. Willeock: What do you mean by
that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not encouraging them to toke their wives
there at the present time. We would not
be stupid enough to do thet; the men will
be able to please themselves. T am hoping
cverything will turn out ns well as the
scheme appears to he at present. T am only
too willing to give hon. members all the in-
formation possible, becanse there is nothing
to hide.
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MER. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[8.48;: There is no doubt that the Lands
Department vepresents one of the most im-
porfant activitivs of the State ab the pre-
sent juneture,  In fact, I regard it as the
most important of the State's aetivities be-
cause the future o Western Aunstralin 1%
founded on the development of the agricul-
tural incustyy. 1 aw sorey that the Vote
for the Department of Agiculture went
thrtoneh the other night withot an explan-
ation from the Minister. Tt went through
with o rush, and had it not been that the
Premter indicated that the Minister desired
to zo to Esperance and had te get away,
I do not think the vote would have gone
thirough so quickly. Although we were un-
der that nmpression, the Minister is still
here. We must admit that the Lands De-
parfment confrols  activities that euan
everything to Australia to-day, beeause it
is from the products of land settlement—
our wheat and our wool—that we hope to
get out of our diffieulties, and the fact re-
maing that at the moment those commodi-
ties eannot he produced at a profit. There
is ne market for them in which thev ean
be sold at a profit under existing condi-
tions. Unless therc is some radieal change,
it would appear from the present outlook
that there will be a tremendous sethack
throughout Awstralian to the production of
wheat and wool. Instead of launching into
new schemes and spending new money in
facing new problems, the time of the Gov-
ernment and of the various State depart-
ments should be directed and, I prediet,
will be fully oecupied very soon, in keep-
ing those we have at present settled on the
land, in possession of their hlocks.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
that too.

Mr. MceCALLY™M: The Minister will find
during the next 12 menths that the prob-
lems he will have to face in that respeet,
will not only fully oecupy his attention but
the activities of his department as well. We
know that the position throughout the wheat
belt at present is desperate. Wheat eannot
possibly be produced at present prices; the
sheep man eannot continue breeding sheep
at the price available in the market; the
wool man cannot econtinue with his oper-
ations in the face of existing conditions.
What ean the average farmer in the wheat
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belt see ahead of him at the moewent? He
has heavy -obligations to meet in the near
future and in February, when he will hnve
to weet his promissory notes, he will he in
for a trying time. The whole efforts of the
Government and their departinental olficers
should be behind these men in an effort te
assist theny to more finnly establish them-
gelves and to mnke sure that they are tided
over their diffieult situwation.  Storckeepers
and merchants ave pressing farmer: on all
gides, and there will he a seramble for the
spoils immediately the evop is taken off.

The Minister for Lawnds: Are yon not an-
ticipating the legislation that we =3l pre-
sent?

Mr, MeCALLUM: T do not know what the
Covetnment intend to do. I know that
uotice of their intention to present eertain
Bills has been given, but 1 do wot know
what the Bills will provide tfor. The wnere
passing of Bills will not overcome the Jili-
culty, for money bas to be found, No wat-
ter what Bill is placed on the statut--bool,
money will be the reat necessity. The Minis-
ter has hnpressed upon us the difliculties
of the financial position, and has pointed
ont what confronts not only Western Auﬁ:
traliy, but the Commnonweslth as o whole,
1f the Goverunment are to tind the necessary
money to keep thosc alrendy on the land in
n position to continue growing wheat and.
breeding  sheep, then DMinistees will be
heavily taxed in coping with that task, with-
out entering inte new settlement sehemes at
sneh a juncture,

The Minister tor Lands: We bave to feed
the unewployed too.

Mr, McCALLUM: The Minister is a
member of the Govermnent that promised
to find work for all,

The Minister for Lands: let us eet away
from that point, and deal with the prab-
tem that confronts us.

Mr., MecCALLUM: At the present time
there must easily be ten times as much mn-
employment as there was when that pro-
mise was made.

Mr. H, W, Mann: And you eriticise the
Government becanse they try to fulfil their
promise!

Mr. McUALLUM: They have done very
little in comparison with what they prom-
ised,
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The Minister tor Larnds: And whatever
we o, yon say is wrong.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Government have
done nothing in comparison with what they
promised; their efforts are but a shadow
compared with what they said they would
do. There will be the necessity not only to
lift the present unemployed from tke labour
market but, should the finances of the conn-
try be still further involved in the opening
up of new land settlement and trying aut
new men on holdings, there will not be snffi-
cient money available for the Government
to keep those at present on the land iz pos-
session of their holdings. What will be-
come of them? Will the men at present on
their blocks be stranded or foreed off their
holdings? The Governments of the various
States entered into an agreemnt to the effect
that the limited amount of money available
would be invested only in schemes and works
that would rveturn vapidly intevest and sink-
ing fund on the amount expended. I have
always lent my support to the development
of the South-West. I am firmly eonvinced
that when the South-West is finally settled,
it will be the most permanently developed
part of the State, and will be one of the
richest portions, as it undoubfedly is. At
the same time, I have not held the view thaf
wmoney invested in the South-West will yeap
a return quickly. It means many years
before we will be able to get our money
back from investrents in the South-West.
That is what experience has shown. Listen-
ing to the Minister for Lands to-night, one
need only to have closed his eyes to imagine
he was listening to a debafte a decade back
when we heard the same glowing promises
about proup settlement, the same estimates,
the same hopes and the same bright picture.

The Minister for Lands: I did not paint
any-bright picture.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We had then the same
sort of talk that we now hear in connection
with the Nornalup scheme. When the Min-
ister says that he expects the daivy farmers
there to be self-supporting in four or five
vears, he speaks against all the experience
gained in South-West settlement. '

The Minister for Lands: What about the
Hester group?

Mr. MeCALLUM: We have more for-
tunate places in the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: Where?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MeCALLUM : I should say from Man-
jimup to Pemberton and around Denmark.

The Minister for Lands: Have you been
to Hester?

Mr. MeCALLCM: [ have been through
practically all the groups. I do net know
that Hester has made any gveat strides dur-
ing the last few months,

The Minister for Lands: It has.

Mr. MeCALLUM: None of the group
areas has proved self-supporting within the
period originally estimated, not by many
years. Although at the time we were told
that they would bhave been self-supporting
at a period that has passed by many years,
some of those groups ave not even now with-
in measurable distance of that goal. The
Minister will find that his estimates are just
as wide of the mark, The whole history of
land settlement in the South-West is against
his prediction.

The Minister for Lands: You admit that
the conditions of settlement are uiterly
different.

My. MeCALLUM: Yes, and when the Min-
ister talks about piecework and day labour,
I want to remind him that it was the Labour
Government that altered the poliey.

The Minister for Lands: I am not crit-
icising Governments.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister referred
to the quesfion of day labour versus con-
tract. It was the Mitchell Government that
mstituted the scheme for the settlement of
the South-West on a sustenance and wages
basis. We altered that, and put the settlers
on their own mettle. We placed them under
the Agricultural Bank. So far as we can

- learn that policy has been considerably de-’

parted from, and a lot of the men have been
put back on to sustenance. To-day those
men are drawing sustenance although we put
them on their mettle. There is nothing more
pronounced, as one goes through the groups,
than the impression thet onee some of the
settlers were removed from sustenance con-
ditions and placed on their own resources,
their grovp holdings were no longer attrac-
tive to them.

The Minister for Lands: Why did you not
cet rid of them?

Mr., MeCALLUM: We did; we altered
the scheme and put these men under the
Agricuitoral Bank. I do not know whether
there has been an alteration in that poliey
since, hut I know we effected a change as
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quickly as possible while we were in office.
I recently asked a question about the num-
ber of gronp blocks that were at present
vacant. I ask any hou. member to read the
answer that I received and then ask him-
self whether he can understand it. That
answer was framed in such a way as to make
it impossible to be understood. I put the
question plainly to the Minister for Lands:
Is it not more sensible to have the vacant
group blocks settled before we lannch out
into a new scheme?

The Minister for Lands: But did you not
condemn them?

Mr. McCALLUM: I am not talking about
condemned holdings, but deserted holdings.
That was what my question referred to, and
I ask hon. members to look at the answer,
which is & Chinese puzzle. 1 am sorry that
the ex-Minister for Lands is not present be-
canse he informed me that the answer did
not convey the real position at all and he
would have heen able to inform the Com-
mittee of the situation as it was when he left
office. When the Minister talks about roads
being provided at a cost of £90 a mile, he
must refer to tracks only.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. Wansbrough: They will be useless in
the winter time.

My, MeCALLUM: T was just going to
point out that fact. That country is so wet
that during the time we were in office some
of the settlers were stranded for weeks on
end. We had to make arrangements to send
supplies to them hy means of pack horses.
Any other method would have been abso-
Iutely impossible. It is useless to suggest
that the settlers can be served with tracke
that cost £90 a mile. They must have
macadamised roads that ean he used through-
out the year.

The Minister for Lands: People there have
done without macadamised roads for years.

Mr. MecCALLUM: That is all right for
the summer, but will not do in winter. When
the Minister talks about crossing the river,
T de not kuow if the bridge is there; I do
not know the condition it is in at the
moment, but when I went through it was
not too sccure. There will be no erossing
that river in the winter months.

The AMinister for Lands: Why pot?

AMr. MeCALLUM: Because it will be im-
possible. If the Minister views it from the
conditions that exist in the summer months—

[38)
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The Minister for Lands: Why could not
a man eross the river?

Mr. MeCALLUM: He would have to get
to the bridge first of all, The Minister said
that even if the bridge were not there, a
man could cross the river.

The Minister for Lands: In the summer
months.

Mr. MecCALLUM: That would be during
only a limited period of the year.

The Minister for Lands: The river does
not rise very high.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The river could not
be crossed in the winter months. It would
be impossible to approach the river, much
less to cross it.

Mr. Willeock: Which river is it?

Mr. MeCALLUM : The Frankland.

The Minister for Lands: I am referring
to that portion further up where the group
settlements are.

Mr., McCALLUM: The sefilements are
considerably higher up than Bellanger’s
place. To estimate that the seftlers can he
established for £800 is far below the mark.
I believe the original estimate for each group
seltler was about £1,000.

Mr. Millington: They started off at £750
and got to £2,000 or more.

Mr. M¢CALLUM: Yes. With the ex-
perience we have gained during the years
settlement has been procecding in the South-
West, it should be clear that the estimate
is altogether foo conservative. I hope it
will be realised.

The Minister for Lands: We do not clear
the land as we nsed to do.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Not for many years
has it been clearved on the face. In the early
stages, when we had expensive tree-pullers
and were clearing the land on the face, it
eost £100 an acre. That method has not
been adopted for years. I do not know of
any part of the State settled under
the group system that has heavier or
bigger timber than the country around
Nornalup. There are to he found
the giant karri and the tingletingle, as well
as dense undergrowth. The clearing in that
district will cost very big money indeed.
The distriet has a heavy rainfall. In no
month of the year is it without rain and the
scheme, involving as it will costly roads to
reach the railway, will be s very expensive
one. In view of the financial outlook, and
the desperate position econfronting wheat
and wool growers, and the amount of back-
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ing that the State will have to give them to
keep them on their holdings, it would be far
sounder policy for the Government fo con-
serve their resources in order to keep present
settlers on the land, rather than launch out
into new schemes of this sort. I think the
Governmeut are making a grave error. This
is another of the bright pictures that have
been painted for us. Even the Minister can-
not hold out hope of getting quick returns
from the scheme. No one would argune that
10 cows would give a settler a living. Ten
cows might be enough to keep a home to-
gether, but if that is al] the settlers have to
look forward to

The Minister for Lands: That will be the
starting point,

Mr. McCALLUM : It will be the starting
point of a heavy obligation. We have to
face the position squarely and realise that
we have made a loss of over £5,000,000
in that part of the State. Every scheme of
land settlement in that area should be
minutely examined and tested before any
substantial obligation is incurred. Other-
wise it might prove equally as disastrous as
group settlement has been, involving the
State in further heavy loss. The Govern-
ment chould eonserve their resources. They
will want every pound they can get to assist
the wheat and pastoral industries to tide
over the irying times ahead of them. Un-
less something is done for them, there will be
chaos early in the new year. I the bottom
falls out of the wheat and wool growing in-
dustries and the settlers leave their holdings,
the foundation of the Siate will be gone.

Mr. Angelo: Have not we reached bottom
vet?

Mr. MeCALLUM: It is doubtful whether
we have. The price of wheat is down again
to-day, and wool at the latest sales was down
10 to 15 per cent. Only a rash man would
predict when the bottom was likely to be
reached. No one can say what the future
has in store. So uncertain is it that it be-
hoves the Giovernment to walk warily before
inenrring new obligations which might in-
volve the State in substantial financial
burdens.

The Miuister for Lands: We are feeling
our way very carefully.

Mr. McCALLUM: To send & couple of
hundred men down there is not feeling your
way. To me it seems rather rash.

The Minister for Lands: That is the tofal
number.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Willcock: That will mean a quarier
of & million of money.

The AMinister for Lands :
period?

Mr. Willcock: Eighteen montbs.

Mr. MaCALLUM: I hope the Minister
will assure the Committee that everything
done at Nornalup has the full approval of
the Agrienltural Bank frustees.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr., MeCALLUM : Those officials carry
the responsibility. The Minister has thrown
the full responsibility upon them. We
should be apprised of their views, beeause
to them we look for approval of the scheme.
The Minister says they approve of the
scheme.

Mr. Angelo: Js it their job to approve of
the scheme?

My. MeCALLUM : They will have the con-
trol of the expenditure of public funds. The
Government have to find the money, but the
acinal expending of it will rest with them.

Mr. Angelo: You are really asking the
bank trustees to father the scheme,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I put it to the Minister
by way of interjection whether he had gone
fo the frustees and said, “We are going on
with this scheme and we want you to come
in,” ¢or whether he had invited them to say
what they thought of the scheme.

The Minister for Lands: I have already
answered that.

Mr. McCALLUM: But the question put
by the me:nber for Gascoyne indicates other-
wise.

Mr. Angelo: I desire to be satisfied.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister has made
it clear to my mind that the bank trustees
have fully approved of the scheme, without
pressure by the Government, and are pre-
paved to father if.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The Minister said that
when he told us the trustees were taking the
responsibility of selecting the men,

Mr, MeCALLUM: I do not think the fact
of the trustees taking the responsibility of
selecting the men goes far,

Mr, H. W. Mann: I do.

The Minister for TLands: It is a very im-
portant factor.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the trustees were
told they bad to take the scheme and finance
it, it would be a vital point. Then they
would insist upon having the right to select
the men,

Over what
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Mr. H W. Mann : Do not you think
much depends upon the elass of man who
goes there?

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes, but I also think
there are other features equally vital. How
long will clapss before the settlers are self-
supporting? How long will it be before
they can make a living for themselves and
their families?

Mr. H, W. Mann: That will depend upon
the men who go there. One man would do
it in five years and another would not do it
in 10 years,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Possibly the best of
men woull take six or seven years, Would
the hon, mnember favour a scheme knowing
that it would take six or seven years before
the settlers conld get a living out of it?
With the huge obligations we are facing in
the pastoral and agricultural industries,
would he favour shouldering a new scheme
that could not be made reproductive within
six or seven years? Is that sound policy?
The present outlock should warn us against
sanctioning any such proposal. The Gov-
ernment have agreed with the Governments
of other states that loan money shall be ex-
pended only on schemes that will be immedi-
ately reproductive. That cannot be said of
this scheme, Therefore it should be care-
tully investigaled belore it is carried too far.
The Government would be befter advised to
conserve the money to keep men on the land
who are atready there and to consolidate
their positions.

[Mi. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn}
[9.13]): I feel very much perturbed at the
alteration of the policy of the Agrieultural
Bank. The Minister has told us that the
Agrienltural Bank will finance the scheme
at Nornalup under its usual policy. He
said there would be no departure from the
accepted policy of the hank. If that were
so, there would be no objection to it, but
I am nof satisfied that it is so. By the fime
this scheme is got under way, I think the
policy will more nearly resemble that ad-
opted by the Industries Assistance Board.
The Agricultural Bank policy is a sound
one. Under it we do not pay the expenses
of a man to go on the land and he receives
no sustenanee., He has to go on the land
at his own expense, and the value of the
work he does is more than the amount of
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money advanced to him by the bank. Origi-
nally, when the Agricultural Bank advanced
20s. for clearing, the guarantee of the value
of the work done was 22s. 6d. or 25s. an acre,
The man who went on the land was sus-
tained while the land was being developed.
He, therefore, had an interest in it at once,
because the work was worth more than he
received. Under the disastrous group set-
tlement scheme exactly the opposite was
the case. TWhatever excuse there might be
in prospeet for considering a seheme like
the group settlement scheme, in the light of
our experience that excuse no longer holds
good. We ought to know first of all what
it will actually cost to settle these people in
the Nornalup districc. The land is said
to be most fertile, and we are told that
it is unequalfled anywhere in the State. If
it is as good as we are told, and we know
what the rainfall is, it must be growing
very big timber.

Mr. Willeock: If is the biggest timber in
the State.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: It it does not carry
heavy timber, it canuot be as good as the
Minister contends it is.

Mr. Willcock: I saw a tingle down there
30 feet in diametex.

Mr. MILLANGWION: Tingle wnd karri
grow on good land. I eannot exaectly iden-
tify the locality in question, but I cannot
help thinking the clearing costs must be
very heavy. The Minister suggests that this
scheme will be immediately reproductive.

The Minister for Lands: I did not suggest
it,

Mr. MILLINGTON: Not to-day, but
we are told that money is to be put into
schemes that will be immediately reprodue-
tive. That is the (overnment policy. I
shouvld like the opinion of the trustees of
the Agricultural Bank as to how soon this
will be reproductive. I am not sure the
bank has not been shouldered with the mis-
takes of the group settlement, that it is not
having pushed on to it the responsibility
originally undertaken by the group settle-
ment scheme. Tf that is so, the credit of
the bank will be seriously interfered with.
The disastrous Industries Assistance Board
was forced upon the State by a set of ecir-
eumstances over which we had no control.
I do know, however, that the trustees of the
bank, and particularly the managing direc-
tor, ohject to the extension of that scheme,



1022

and are gnxious to close i as early as pos-
sible. Recently published fizures show they
are quite right. Just as in the case of the
group settlement scheme, men are backed
who should not he backed. Before the anth-
orities know where they are they find them-
selves obliged to carry these men on. I
had it from the managing director some time
ago that a good deal of the wheat grown un-
der the Industries Assistance Board scheme
cost 10s. a bushel. That would not happen
under the policy of the Agrieultural Bank.
I am not satisfied that the trustees will be
able to apply their policy to the scheme
that has now been propounded. I fail to
see how they can do so.

Mr. H. W, Mann: Do you suggest the
Government have bronght undue influence
to bear upon the bank?

Mr, MILLINGTON: I am not suggest-
ing anything of the kind. I am only exam-
ining the position. 1f the hon. member
has anything to say he had better get up
and say it.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members should
address the Chair.

Mr. Angelo : You are threatening the
House.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The hon. member
has threatened me. I am not imputing any-
thing. All the same, I should like to know
whether it is possible to apply the policy of
the bank, as it affects the development of the
wheat belt and other areas, to this partieular
scheme. The Nornalup proposition pro-
vides for taking men without money and put-
ting them upon the land. First of all they
have to get there, and then the land has to
be cleared. The old settler in the State took
up his own land, and was prepared to accept
full responsibility for it. The men nnder
this scheme will be the same as the group
settlers. The whole responsibility will be
upon the Government. Every time the auth-
orities went near the groups the setilers
asked what help was going to be given
to them. They said the Government had put
them there, and mmust accept responsibility
for doing so. We know the disastrovs re-
sults that have followed through many of
the seftlers who formed part of the scheme

The Minister for Lands: I am only sorry
I did not make myself understood.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I will make myself
understood. The Minister will have to put
up & betler scheme than be has dome to

[ASSEMBLY.]

satisfy me that this is something the trus-
tees of the bank have willingly taken on.
We know that loan moneys are praetically
non est. At this time when there is a dearth
of loan funds I cannot understand the logie
of entering upon a scheme which, instead
of being immediately reproductive, eannof
reach that stage for five or six years. Mem-
hers representing the South-West, and
knowing what it costs to open up country
similar to this, will endorse what I say. No
one would dream of suggesting that even a
picked settler conld go into a distriet like
this, clear the land, secure the necessary
stock and immediately make a suceess of
his undertaking. The Minister suggests
that everything will he all right after the
first ten cows are supplied. He knows that
cannot be so. No man can live anywhere
in this country on ten cows. If that is the
idea, the Government are heading for dis-
aster. No one, in fact, can make a living
at dairying until he has reached the 20-cow
stage, I leave that to the judgment of
members representing the South-West.

Mr. Willeock: It is diffieult to fird a cow
that will refurn £20 a year.

Mr. MILLINGTON: It is extremely diffi-
enlt to get suitable cows for the distriets that
are already established, That is one of the
reasons why the dairying industry is not on
a better footing in this State. I said the
other night one eould eount on the fingers
of two hands the herds in this State with
which one could be satisfied. The Govern-
ment are not the best buyers. It is extra-
ordinarily difficult to secure cows that are
suitable for dairying. Those who have them
are hanging on to them and selling the
¢¢secrubbers.’’ For some time fo come there
must be a demand for first-class dairy stock
on the group settlements and other holdings.
The man is an optimist who thinks that any
number of good cows are available for the
Nornalup scheme. I do not think they can
readily be produced in the Eastern States,
and we cerfainly have not the opportunity
of acquiring them here. The first thing to
do is to place upon a proper footing those
areas already taken up as dairy farms. Un-
til they are stocked up, we should ery a halt
in any fresk undertakings of the kind. Any
private enterprise which desires to develop
this land ean do so. The Government will
do pretty well if they can supply the re-
quisite stock to those already engaged in the
industry, and particularly those to whom
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they owe an obligation, namely the group
settlers. I have said I thought there was
some confusion with regard to the Agricul-
tural Bank policy, and that instead of being
this policy, it would be along the lines of
fhe Industries Assistance Board, Under
the former policy a man cannot get money
until he earns it. Under the latter poliey,
money will be advanced to the settler. He
will therefore become an I.A.B. client and
be on sustenance.

The Minister for Lands:
ing what I have said.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I defy the Minister
to say anything to the contrary. The settler
cannot live on air and he must have sus
tenance.

The Minister for Lands: He will not get
it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: What would hap-
pen if one of the unemployed were put down
there?

Mr. Angelo: There is plenty of fish for
him.

Mr. MILLINGTON:
have to back him.

The Minister for Lands:
already.

Mr, MILLINGTON: The settler would
under the contract system begin to eclear his
land. The Minister knows it will be some
vears before the Jand returns the money that
is put into it. The seitler will not be able
to pay interest on the ecapifal, sustain him-
self, and build up his holding until he gets
a few cows., When he reaches the ten-cow
stage he still will not have a living and will
have to meet his manv liabilities.

Mr. Wansbrongh: He will have to meet
his liabilities to the bank.

Mr, MILLINGTON: By the time he is
ahle to keep 20 cows, more than three years
will have elapsed. Then I suppose he will
he in the position of the group settlers
and refuse to pay his interest. This
interest is the last thing any of them
seem to think they ought to pay.
Whetber these new settlers believe in it or
not, they will certainly be unable to meet
their obligations to the Agricultural Bank,
as is the ease with other people who have
been backed by the bank. Tt is well to un-
derstand that this is an extension of the
pernicious LA.B. scheme. As 2 resnlt of
the drought of 1914 there was some justifica-
tion for the establishment of the L. A.B., but
there is now no excuse for walking inte
sneh a position with our eyes open. We are

You are twist-

The bank would

Men are there
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not being foreed by eircumstanees to apply
it to the South-West, The people must un-
derstand what this scheme means. It is the
1930 phase of the group settlement scheme
with which the Premier is so enamoured.

The Minister for Lands: Someone else was
also, and the scheme was extended.

Me, MILLINGTON: I think only two
members of the previous Cabinet were at all
enthusiastic for an extension of the scheme,
This cheap imitation of Agrienltural Bank
policy does not overcome the diffieulty. See-
ing that the bank is to take all this upon
its shoulders, I want to know whether it will
have the right to get rid of unsuitable men
o whether it will have to earry them on as
a liability. We know what happened in the
cuse of the group seftlements. Hundreds
of pounds were spent before it was found
that eertain settlers were not sunitable. Some-
one else then had to take on the liability
whieh represented double the value of the
work that had been done. The difference
had to he written otf.

Mr. Willeoek: Anyone wounld think there
was no interest to pay on written down cap-
ital. .

Mr. MILLINGTON: Two of the trustees.
of the bank are excellent judges of agmi-
cultural land. One is considered the hest
judge of wvalues of that type of land in the
State. Nevertheless, I do not think he
would ¢onsider himself a good judge of land
values in the South-West, nor say that he
was an authority on settlement in the South-
West. Although these men are competent
to deal with agricultural properties T hardly
think they themselves would consider they
were expert judges so far as South-West
seftlement is concerned.  Care will have
to be exercised in that respect. Ona of the
trustees, I know, has had experience in
the South-West. The Agrienltural Bank
trustees have done good work in districts
they know and nnder conditions they under-
stand; but to place on them the whole re-
sponsibility of this scheme, which is under
new condtiions, will in my opinion lead to
disappointing resnlts. T quite agree with the
Minister that that country will be heautiful
country in 40 years’ time. I remember Sen-
ator Johnston saying in this House that the
South-West is a splendid country for the
third and fourth generations.

Mr. Willcoeck: He bought land in the
South-West wherever he thought he conld
build an hotel.
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My, MILLINGTOX: It is not a country
that can be settled expeditiously. The right
cviass of settler is required for it, and above
all the man with the determination to de-
velop a holding, not on the sustenance or
wage or dole system. This job is a family
job. T agree that when the holding has been
knoeked into shape, it iz the finest holding
in the world. The member for South Fre-
mantle referred to the existing liahility of
the Agricultural Bank. T sympathise with
the idea of putting unemployed on to work,
but there is upon the Agricultural Bank a
responsibility to keep in work the farmers
already on the land, That is even more im-
portant. I would like the Minister’s assur-
ance that all applications which the bank
would approve, such as applications for fal-
lowing, will be granted.

The Minister for Lands: They have been
granted.

Mr. MILLINGOX : T have heard that some
have not been approved. It is certainly
hetter business for the State to finance for
fallowing on a developed holding than to
finanee for developing the class of land that
takes longest to develop. The Agricultural
"Bank anthorities, if left to themselves,
would say, “We have all the responsibility
we can face to finance our ordinary business,
without entering into new business.” I umn-
derstand that all hanks are disposed to adopt
that attitude. They say, “This is the worst
time possible for experimenting.”

Mr. Willcock: For opening np new ac-
counts.

Mr. MILLINGTON: When all the world
is short of money, when the only excuse for
spending Loan funds is that there will be
an immediate return, the Governwent are
entering into a scheme wlich will be of =
most protracted character. They ask the
country to approve that scheme. I do not
think the country will approve. For the
purposes of the scheme the Agrienltural
Bank will be forced to abandon their usual
poliecy of safety and enter upon the Indus-
tries Assistance Board’s line of policy, which
has proved disastrous. Instead of going
300 odd miles down into the South-West, we
<ould develop other districts cheaply, With
a little assistance men wounld be prepared
to take mp holdings in the Wanneroo dis-
trict, for example. That distriet has no
railway, and unti! recently it had not a
decent road. During the last year or so a
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road has been eonztructed 20 miles out.
Plenty of land is available in that distriet.

The Minister for Lands: Crown land?

Alr. MILLINGTOX : Plenty of laud pro-
vided the road were taken out another 1t
or 12 miles,

The AMinister for Lands:
land ?

Mr. MILLINGTON: There is plenty of
Jand to be developed if the road is earried
out. Wanneroo is not in my electorate, but
T have visited the district frequently. The
only thing the Wanuneroo people ask for is a
road.

Mr. Angelo: Who will develop the land?
The people who own it?

Mr. MILLINGTOX: There would be no
difficulty so long as there was aceess by road
to the markets, In the Wanneroo distriet
there are good swamp lands, not expensive
to drain. Most of the swamps there are
drained natnrally,

Mr. Wells: Is this privately-owned land?

Mr. MILLINGTOX : There is a big Gov-
ernment reserve in the distriet.

The Minister for Lands: A class “A” re-
serve?

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: The Minister could
retain the land not suitahle for agrieulture.
The Wanneroo settlers put up a proposition
to the previous Government——

The Minister for Agrieulture: The pre-
vious Government turned it down flat,

Mr. MILLTNGTON : I understood that
the ex-Minister for Lands was favourable
to it. I know that the present Leader of
the Opposition was, After taking out of
that reserve the lands snitable for closer
settlement, there would still be plenty left
for the needs of the distriect. Independently
of that aspect, T ask the Government

Is it Crown

to assist the Wanneroo settlers by an
extension of the road. The extension
would not be very expensive. With that

facility settlers would he found to develop
the district. The Minister for Works had
a look at Wanneroo, and I believe he was
murh impressed by the possibilities of closer
settlement there—not closer seltlement on
the usual terms of the Government draining
swamps and doing all the work. If road
facilities were provided, plenty of people
would be prepared to go on the Wanneroo
country and develop it.

Mr. Angelo: What would be produced
there?
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Mr, MILLINGTOXN: There are in the dis-
triet holdings forfeited by returned soldiers.
I know 4 man who took up one of those
holdings, built 4 stone house and stables, has
his own motor truck, eunltivates five or six
acres growing vegetables, poultry and pigs,
and keeps o few fowla.

The Minister for Laads : Why did not
your (Government go there instead of to
Forrestania?

Mr. MILLINGTON : Our Government
built 20 miles of road that had been waiting
100 years to bz buill. The Wanneroo set-
tlers used to take two days to get to market;
now they get there in an hour. It is a pretty
big job to develop Western Australia, but
there are easier things io do than to develop
Western Anustralia’s hardest district, Nor-
nalup. T supoest that there ave easier dis-
tricts much nearer to the metropolitan mar-
ket. It is not my fanlt that land was nof
acquired in the Wanneroo distriet. I regard
it as much more suitable for closer setfle-
ment than the Peel Estate. I am glad fo
have the Minister’s assurance that despite
the faet ¢f loan moneys being scarece and
the Agricultural Bank being in difficulties,
sufficient money will be available for all
legitimate Agricnltural Bank purposes; that
the assistance to which settlers are entitled,
the assistanee promised them when they went
on their holdings, will be forthcoming.

The Muister for Lands : In_excess of
£2,000 per holding?

Mr. MILLINGTON: No; just the ordi-
nary assistance the settlers need to tide them
over these hard times. I do not know that
it will be possible t¢ stand hard and fast to
limits.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : The Industries
Assistance Act 15 intended to meet such
cases,

Mr. MILLINGTON : There were good
reasons fur passing the Industries Assistanee
Aet at the time, but for normal periods the
policy of the Industries Assistance Board
is bad, whereas the policy of the Agrieul-
tural Bank is good and sound. I advocate
that the Agrieultural Bank pelicy be ad-
hered to. I do not think it fair te throw
on the Apgrvienltural Bank trustees the
responsibility of altering their policy, and
adopting the Tndustries Assistance Board
policy for this scheme. It will be seen
whether, in spite of assurances and pro-
testations, I am right or net. TUnder the
scheme seb out by the Minister, the Nornalup
district cannet be developed by means of
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an Agricultural Bank policy. Once the
Agricultural Bank get away from that
policy, it will be disastrons to the country.
Sometimes it sesms to me that the Agrienl-
tural Bank is the one institution that is
sound in Western Australia to-day. Let us
maintain jts stability. T believe it will be
maintained so long as the trustees are not
involved in a scheme such as is here pro-
posed. 'There is no reason why they should
be involved in that scheme, as they will have
no difficaity whatever in laying out to good
advantage all the money at their disposal
this year, and all that will come back this
year by way of interest. As fo the rest of
the land settlement policy, I can quite under-
stand that the Lands Department will not
be very active for the present. Our concern
is with th2 people already on the land. Their
bulwark is the Agricultural Bank. As in the
past, in association with other banks and
commercial institwéions the Agrieultural
Bank may corry the settlers through. This
is not a time for esperiment, but a time for
co-operafion between the Government, the
Agricultural Bank, and all other institutions
that have been carrying the farmers.

Mr. Angelo: Jt is not a time to take on
new business, no matter how good it may be.
That is the point.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I honestly believe
that we shall do well to maintain those to
whom we are committed and with whom we
are involved. Therefore I hope the Govern-
ment will aceept the adviee to move siowly,
to reconsider the scheme

The Minister for Lands: And bring the
men back here to join the unemployed?

Mr. MILLINGTOXN : The Government will
have to e pretty eareful or there will be
many unemploved men off the farms. Let
it not be said that hecause we eounsel fur-
ther examination of the scheme we have no
confidence in the South-West. The South-
West is 2 most glorious eountry, and highly
suitable for closer settlement. I believe it
will be developed when we place a little more
responsibility oa the settler, and a little less
upon the Government. When we talk about
what the South-West has produced under
group settlement and of all the butter that
has been turmel out, it would be very in-
teresting to get a ealculation as to the cost
of that butter. I think it would be found
that a gond deal of the butier had ecost as
mueh as 10s. per Ib. Of course, it is going
to come out all right when the country is
developed, but I do not know that that is
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any justifieation for the disastrous scheme
to which this State is-committed. We ean
pay too dearly Zor rapid development, and I
hope that with 2 full sense of responsibility
in those to whom the Agricultural Bank is
committed, the Governmeni will go slow in
this scheme, particularly in view of our dis-
astrous experience in the past, when we have
attempted, very often with unsuitable set-
tlers and an unsuitable scheme, to rapidly
develop the most difficult part of our State.

MRB. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [046]: I
should have liked to hear something from
the Minister regarding what is being done
in the district around about Lake Brown,
Hampshire and Goomarin where, we were
informed, Dr. Teakle was to be sent to in-
quire into the percentage of salt in the land.
I heard to-day that one of the settlers who
has been starved off one of those holdings
in dire distress is coming down here with his
wife and bringing a lefter to the member
for the clectorate. Men up there have been
put on to land that has turned out to be
impossible for wheat growing, and they are
now drifting down here to join the uwnem-
ployed. I should like to hear from the Min-
ister what iz being done for those men. We
were told that Dr. Teakle or some other ex-
pert was to go up there to make a soil ez-
amination, but so far as I have heard no-
thing has been done. Tt is now rumoured
that this expert is not going up there and
that the bank trustees are going to make an
inspection themselves. If they go up at this
time of the year they will find the country
looking pretty good, and if they view the
erops on a lot of the salt pans they will ¢on-
sider them very satisfactory. Yei after a
week or two of warm weather it will be seen
that if those crops go as much as a bag or
& bag and a half to the aere, it will be just
as much as they can do. I do not wish to
speak at any length for T have already
spoken on the general debate, but I should
like to remind members and Ministers that
some meetings have been held recently to
deal with the immediate fnfure of the wheat
industry. Whilst we know that semething
is being done in resard to the coming har-
vest, it is the future of the industry that is
worrying most of us who think very much
ghont the matter., T nrge the Government
that when certain proposals regarding the
whole of the ramifications of the industry
are hrought before them with the idea of
trying to make wheat growing and wool
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growing less of a gamble and more of a
business proposition—I trost that the Gov-
ernment will receive with a favourable ear
the requisitions placed before them. I
should like the Minister to tell us something
of what it is proposed to do with those salt
pans which have been found to be a bad
proposition for the settlers that are there.
many of whom are working what have come
to be regarded as hopeless propositions.

MB. PIESSE (Ratanning) [9.50}: It
was pleasing to hear from the Minister that
part of the Government’s policy was to give
closer attention to the land in the vicinity
of Albany. I have already had the privi-
lege of addressing the House and drawing
the attention of the Government to the fact
that in the past very little attention has
been given to that portion of the State, and
more particularly to the south-eastern por-
tion and almost exclusively to those lands
forming the hinterland to the port of Al- -
bany. It was very satisfactory and encour-
aging to the settlers and others interested in
that district to know that the Minister has
already taken a keen interest in the possi-
bilities of bringing that land, a very large
portion of which is suitable for closer settle-
ment, under oceupation. In the past the
Innds close to the port of Albany have
heen verv difficult to deal with, and T think
the Government are very wise in going slowly
in introducing a policy of experimental set-
tlement. T understnnd from the Minister he
is limiting for the present that settlement to
something like 25 individunal holdings, and
that the Gtovernment hefore emharking vpon
a verv wide seheme of such a nature will
await developments, T ean only hope that pol-
iey will be applied to the Nornalup settlement
of whirh the Minister speaks so highly. T
have no personal knowledge of that part of
the State, but I know reliable settlers who
have n very close knowledge of the distyict,
and for some considerable time past I have
been receiving letters from one old settler
in that loeality who is very dubious abonf
the wisdom of the Government in attacking
this scheme, Perhaps he is not folly pos-
sessed of the facts. After what the Min-
ister has told us as to his intention to limit
the settloment in the Nornalup distriet fo
about 25 holdings, in view of the unsatis-
factory results from a large portion of the
group settlements I think it behoves the
(Government to go earefully in embarking
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upon this scheme. My own opinion, backed
up by that of others who have an intimate
knowledge of the south-eastern portion of
the Great Southern district, is that a very
much better and more reliable scheme would
be involved in the development of the
Frankland-Gordon River districts. The Min-
ister has been good enough to promise to pay
a visit to that distriet within the next few
days, and I am hopeful that when he
and his officers have made a personal
inspeclion of those lands, a very large area
of which will be served by the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway when it is earried out
in accordanee with the now long-standing
Parliamentary authorisation, he will be duly
impressed. There is in tbat district a very
large area of land occupied by settlers
who have long experience of the dis-
trict. Those settlers have intimated to the
Government that they ave prepared to sur-
render portion—in some instancis a large
portion—ot their holdings which, under pre-
sent conditions, they find it unprofitable to
work. I hope that when the Minister has
made these visits he will be convinced that
he has a very much wider chanee of success
in that distriet than he has in going on with
the further development ot the Nornalup
distriet. And for this reason: The ecountry
I speak of is not so heavily timhered. Much
of it has been ringbarked and to some ex-
tent has been sweetened, and it can easily
be brought under ecultivation. FEvery com-
modity that ean be grown in the Nornalup
distriet ean he grown in this other district
to whielt [ refer. We are sending out of
the State annuaily some £2,000,000 for dairy
products. T ecannot altogether follow the
member for South Fremantle when he says
he thinks the Government should not go
on withk any further land settlement but
should devote the whole of their aftention
to the peopic already settled on the land.
T do not think it wovld he wise for tho
Government to ecase land settlement alto-
gether. \We know that ane of the best op-
"' portunities the State has to-day is to over
come our shortage in dairy produce amount-
ing to nearly two millions per amuum. It
would be very wise for the Government to
coneentrate upon that, and I understand they
intend to do so. There is better opportun-
ity for settling a great number of people in
the distriets I speak of than anywhere else
in the State, and in doing this we would
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be tackling a profitable production. We are
faced with low prices for wheat and wool,
and therefore our seftlers have a greater
oppoitunity lo achieve success in devoting
their attention to the growing of butter,
cheesge, fruif, lambs and potatoes. All these
preducts can be grown in {he district to whieh
I am alluding, for it has proved to be one
of the most suecesstul distriets for ihe grow-
ing particularly of fruit, butter, lnmbs and
potatoes. [ cannot agree with those hon.
members who say the Government should
practically cease all active land settlement,
We have a splendid local market te over-
take and there is every reason to believe we
conld produce the whole of our shortage of
dairy products within the next three or four
years, 1 think the Minister is wise
in making some experiments in those local-
ities. 1 can only hope that when the Min-
ister has been down there he will be able
to put before Parliament a scheme under
which he will make an offer to the people
in that district to repossess certain portions
of their holdings. There is one other mat-
ter and that is the question of devoting more
attention to settling those lands close to exist-
ing railways. The Minister would be well
advised if he instructed his officers to make
a classification of all such lands capable of
heing further developed.

Mr. Angelo: He says the Government have
not the money with which fo buy them.

Mr. PIESSE: At the same time the in-
formation would be very valuable to the de-
partment and to the House.

Mr. Angelo: What is the use of the in-
formation if we ean’t buy the land?

Mr. PIESSE: There is a good deal of
ight land on the eastern side of the Great
Southern railway that could profitably be
brought under enltivation, and I am satisfied
that the Government would be wise in giving
every assistance to seftlers i that neighbour-
hood to take up those light areas
that have been idle for so long and bring
them under cultivation. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. McCallaom) thought
it would be more advisable for the Govern-
ment to settle some of the abandoned group
farms than to embark upon the venture at
Nornalup. I do not see much hope of put-
ting settlers on abandoned blocks when it
is impossible to get any further assistance

from the Agrieuitural Bank with which to

develop them.
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Mr. Munsie: He meant those not taken up
and that are still idle, oot the abandoned
blocks.

Mr. PIESSBE: The Agricnltural Bank
trustees are not prepared to grant any assist-
ance to those bheldings that have been aban-
duned and huve been re-selected.

My, Munste: Certainly not,

Mr, PIESSIE: It would be guite impos-
sible for people fo go on the land without
funds, or assistance from the bank.
I congratulate the Minister on the
enterprise he has shown and on his desire
to introduce new ideas. We have no wish
to stagnate; we must go on and absorb the
unemployed, and we can ouly do that by
embarking upon a safe land-settlement pol-
iey.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) {10.5]: Like
the previous speakers, I recommend the
Government to go very slowly on the Norna-
lup settlement proposal. We LlLave had
considerable experience of setflement in the
South-West, and we¢ are in a position to
know the excessive cost of clearing land
and getting it to a self-supporting state, I
admit I do not know too much about that
part of the State, but from all acecounts it
is heavily timbered. I have heard it said
that it costs £12 an acre to clear the small
stufi, but the Minister for Lands has told
us that it will cost about £6 10s. If that is
the case, the part that it is intended to
settle is not very heavily timbered country.
From my experience, the better land is
always to be found in the heavily timbered
areas. Therefore, the land that can be
cleared for £6 10s. an acere cannot possibly
be the very hest. We Imow from experience
of the groups that it will take a consider-
able time for the land in that part of the
State to become self-supporting. The Minis-
ter told us that each block will cost £850.
I am positive that the farms will not he
self-supporting with an expenditure of only
£850, for the simple reason that, amongst
other things, we have to provide the settlers
with a residence, I commend the Govera-
ment for one thing, and it is that the objeet
of the scheme is to provide relief for un-
employed married men, but at the same {ime
we must realise that a considerable num-
ber of those men that arve being selected
have had no praetieal experience in farming,
and particularly in intense culfivation. My
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own sense tells me that a considerable num-
ber of those men will be failures, and the
loss will be considerable. That is one reason
why I should like to see the Government
go slowly and make a start with, perhaps,
25 settlers. We well know the finaneial
position of the State and the difficult times
we are puassing through. Where will the
Government get the money for this scheme?
In eonnection with the group settlements the
Government got money at 1 per cent. for
the first five years, and for a little more for
the second five years. In the present in-
stance the Government would bave to bor-
row money at whatever rate is asked. Tt
iz impossible to raise money at the present
time under 6 per ecent., and the Govern-
ment will be lucky if they get it at that
fignre. Then, if there are failures, we can
imagine what the loss will be to the country.
Take what it is intended to produce. At
Nornalup there will be intense culture, with
dairying as the objectivee.  Even now I
notice that the price of buofter is gradually
falling. Under the Paterson scheme a great
impetus was given to the butter industry,
and the people of Western Australia— more
particularly those on the groups—have been
reaping the benefit of that scheme. How-
ever, the time is fast approaching when we
shall he producing more butter than the State
¢an consume, and those engnged in dairy-
ing will have to export their surplus. When
that time arrives there will be only cne coun-
try to which to export, and that is Eng-
land. We know that the price of butter
there has fallen as low as 118s. a awt,
whereas at the present time the people of
Western Australin are paying 1s. 8d. per
Ib. That is because there iz a loeal demand.
As soon as we overtake it we shall have to
export our surplus, and our butter pro-
ducers will be on the same footing as those
in the Eastern States who are exporting.
My priniepal objection to settlement in the
South-West is that it will take a long
time for the Dlocks to hecome self-
supporting, whereas it is possible in virgin
country to produce wheat in two or three
vears, The price of wheat will not always
remain at 2s. 5d. a bushel. We know that
supply and demand regulate the prices of
everything. The reason why we are only
petting 2s. 5d. a bushel to-day is because
there is an over-supply in the world, and it
it quite posible that history will repeat;
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itself, and that there will be droughts and
failures in certain producing countries, with
the result that the supply will not equal
the demand, and there will be competition
for our wheat and prices will advance. I
have more faith in quick returns from cereal
growing than in the dairying industry, al-
though I admit that in conneetion with
dairying the producers get returns every
week, whereas with wheat and wool the re-
turns come in only once a year.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And with apples?

Mr. BROWN: There may be a demand
for apples, but the best market, which was
Germany, is now ¢losed. Germany is re-
taliating on account of our tarif. We are
not able to export our goods to some of
those countries now. We have only Eng-
land to depend upon, and it is hoped that
some good will result from the conference
taking place in London at the present time.

Mr, Grifiths: It does not look very
hopeful at present.

Mr. BROWN: We well know that Eng-
land has been the dumping ground for the
sarplus produce of the world. If preference
could be given to produce grown in the Do-
minions, it would be a great help to them.

Mr. Angelo: We will have to send you
Home to help us.

Mr. BROWN : I wish I were there. There
is no getting away from the fact that we
are passing through strenuous and critical
times, and we must proceed cautiously. We
are not in a position to embark on experi-
ments. We well know now that certain por.
tions of the groups are flonrishing. T un-
derstand that some are getting large returns
per month, but we cannot get away from the
fact that Western Australia has lost over
five millions through the groups already
in existence, and we ecannot afford to lose
more.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The land is =tli there.

Mr. BROWN: T know the land is still
there, but the fact remains that our five
millions is not there; that has gone; and
although we have wiped it off so far as a
lot of the settlers are concerned, the State
is still responsible for it. For that reasou
alone I advise the Government fo go slowly
indeed in respect of any further seftlement
proposals in densely timbered country. We
are aware what most of our farmers are
going throngh at the present time. Every
where meetings are heing called, and when-

ever we pick up a newspaper we find that
s conference has been held here or there.
The farmers are in financial difficulties and
are appealing to the Government for assist-
gnce. The Government have no money
and owing to the existence of the
Federal Loan Council the Government have
to horrow every penny they desire through
that body. We know they have not had one
shilling up to the present. I understand
it is the intention of the Government to
introduce a Bill to empower the Agrieul-
tural Bank to go on the money market.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber eannot anticipate legislation during the
discussion on the Vote,

Mr. BROWN: Then I will confine my re-
marks to the Vote. At the same time, I
think I was justified in asking how the Gov-
ernment intended to get the money.

The Minister for Lands: You will know
when the Loan Estimates are introduced.

Mr. BROWN: Natarally hon. members
will want to know how this work will be
financed. The Minister for Lands has not
told us.

Member: They ought to get a printing
machine and twrn out notes.

Mr. BROWN: It is a pity we cannot get
some more nofes af the preseni juncinre.
What are the Government going to do for
the men whe arve on the land at present?
In my opinion, the first thing the Govern-
ment shounld do is to extend consideration
and help to the men already on the land,
who have heen struggling under adverse con-
ditions in an endeavour to build up an asset
for the State. I am certain that between 50
and 60 per cent. of those at present on the
land will not be able to meet their obliga-
tions this year. If they are pressed, the
Government must come to their assistance,
I rejoice to know that we still have virgin
country in this State. In fact, 1 believe
Western Australia is the only State in the
Commonwealth that has any virgin country
left in an assured rainfall area. It is a pity
that practical men ¢annot take up land and
work it until they place themselves on a
sound footing. Under the system we have
in this State, as soon as a man seeures a
block he goes headlong into debt. We place
men on the land without any capital what-
ever, and then we tide those men over finan-
eially, as it is proposed in eonnection with
the Nornalup seheme. The seftlers there
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will be spoon-fed immediately they go on
the land. Many of the old pioneers in the
Eastern Stafes received no assistance when
they went on the land. They had to work
their way, with the result that when a bad
season came along, they were in a position
to weather it. Of eourse we must admire the
system followed in this State under which
Governments have assisted people to become
farmers, buf the fact remains that under
that system the moment a man bas secured
a block, he has found himself bundreds of
pounds in debt. In my opinion, Govern-
ments in this State have been too lenient
altogether, They have advanced money to
settlers and have not received work in re-
turn. What will be the result? The would-
be settlers have to do the work by coniraect,
but if they have had no practical experience
in the clearing of land, they will not be able
to make tucker or wages out of the contract
price. If that is so, then the Government
will still have to come to their assistance
to keep them on the land. I commend the
Government for their endeavours to do some-
thing for the unemployed married men, but
at the same time I would urge the Govern-
ment to go slowly and let the men and the
land prove themselves before embarking in
much expenditure. If that is done at Norna-
lup, the land will still be there and we will
be able to absorb the unemployed married
man when we know exactly what can be
done. If we were to pnt 100 men on tfo
blocks there, I have not the slightest doubt
thet there would be a considerable number
ot failures through want of experience. I
hope the Government will treat the Nornalup
scheme more as an experiment hecause there
is still virgin eountry adjacent to our rail-
ways that awails utilisation. Those areas
are within a short distance of Perth and lie
between Brookion and Armadale. They will
carry a good many settlers yet with a mar-
ket adjacent. I again urge the Govern-
ment to go slowly regarding the Nornalup
scheme.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[10.21]: As the representative of a Sonth-
West constitueney, I was glad to hear the
Minister and members generally express
snch faith in that part of the State. It
seems to me that there is one point upon
which we all nppear to agree, and that is
that the South-West has a bright futore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Willecock : That applies to all the
State. The South-West is not the only spot
that is any good.

Mr. McLARTY: I was referring to the
Sounth-West, about which we have been talk-
ing all the evening. I was disappointed to
note the Minister's aitifude regarding the
unused Iand adjacent to existing railways
and within a few hours of the city. I do not
wish to offer any hestile eriticism regarding
the Nornalup scheme. I have not seen the
country there, but I have come into contact
with practical men who are familiar with
that area. 1 was gratified to hear the Min-
ister say that :ome of the best eountry he
has seen in the State was at Nornalup, and
that it was part of the ares it was proposed
to seftle. I was agreeably surprised to bear
him say that the land there would be brought
into a state of production for £10 per acre.

Mr. MeCallum: He is optimistie,

Mr, McLARTY: I am rather afraid the
Minister is optimistic. Although I have not
seen the land, I have discussed the position
with thoroughly practiezl men who assure
me that the Minister is optimistic.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
it could be bronght into preduction for £10
an aere. I was referring to the 25 aeres.

Hon, W. D, Jehnson: What is the good
of clearinz that if you do not bring it into
production ?

Mr. McCallum- Your £800 ineluded stock
and house.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, some stock.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Murray-Wellington has the floor.

Mr. McLARTY: Appuarently it is rather
difficult £5 know what it will cost to bring
the land mto a state of productivity, There
is to be found, within an hour or two of the
city, land adjacent to railways, close to
main roads, an} with a plentiful supply of
water, which could be brought into produe-
tion for very much less than the amount of
the Minister's estimate for the Nornalup
country,

Mi. Angelo: Would the owners of that
land want eash?

Mr. McLARTY: It might be possible to
come to an agreement with some of the own-
ers at leasi, whereby the matter of eash
would not be of urgency. In the State gen-
erally, apart from hon. members who have
spoken to-night, there is n demand that these
lands sbould be brought into use. That de-
mand is hecoming so insistent that [ believe
the Government will be foreed to act in the



[14 Ocroper, 1930.]

near future. Some of the lands to which I
refer are emong the best in the South-West.
The lands are ideal for mixed farming, All
agree upon thut, They are situated com-
paratively close to the city. While they are
held in their present econdition and no effort
is made to bring them to productivity, that
part of the country in ‘which they are
located cannot make real progress. An-
other point to be taken, into considera-
tion is that if a man left his block
very soon others would be found willing to
take it np. That is a great factor
Men think seriously before going hundreds
of miles from the chief markets, These
lands, I 1cpeat, are only a couple of hours
away from the metropolitan area, are al-
ready served hy railways and main roads,
and have sbundance of water. They also
have schocls; in faet, they have everything
that eivilisation needs. Therefore I appeal
to the Ministe~ to give tlie matter his most
sericus consideration.

The Minister for Lands: Will you give us
the names of the people who will take the
lands from us withont our having to find
the whole of the money?

Mr, MeLARTY : I shall be glad to render
the Minister every possible assistance. I
feel certain the hon, gentleman will have to
act in this direction before long, becanse the
demand that good land adjacent to the city
should be utilised has become so insistent.
At this late hour I do not wish to speak at
length, but I wish to toueh on a subject re-
ferred to by the member for South Fre-
mantle—group zettlement. I shall not dwell
on that snbject now, but I would point out
to the Minister that many men are going on
condemned group blocks. Now that these
blocks have been written down to something
like their truz value—reduced from, say,
£2,500 to £300—the Government would be
justified in extending a little help to the men
who have taken the blocks over. If they are
not given further assistance, they will walk
off, My particvlar object in speaking is to
draw the MMinister’s attention to the faet that
good country exists close fo our main mar-
" kets, country which should be utilised.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [10.30]:
I feel it ineumbent upon me to say a few
words regarding the Nornalup scheme, Nor-
nalup being part and parcel of my elector-
ate. I am pleased to learn that the Minis-
ter has gone carefully into all the details of
the scheme, and that it bas the backing of
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the Agricultural Bank. Further, 1 am
pleased to note that the Minister is cutting
up Crown lands for the purpose of ereat-
ing employment. In settling the Nornalup
country the Minister is satisfied that he is
settling good country. I for one appreciate
his action in laying his cards upon the table
and telling the Committee that this land is
to be brought into productivity at a cost of
£800 per settler.

Mr. Willeoek: The Minister denies having
said it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. gentleman
says that roads will cost £90 per mile, snd
that in the first instance transport will be
by river. T hope he will be suecesstul. Pe
will have my keen support, seeing that a
few years ago a railway was built from Den-
mark to Frankland River. The Minister
tells us that to-day the railway is rvot earn-
ing axle grease. Therefore it behoves the
Government to see that some produce is ob-
tained, by way of justifying the construe-
tion of that railway.

Mr. Raphael: Are any of the railways
paying, anywhere?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Some ol them are,
I believe, Unfortunately there are no re-
turns showing which lines or seections pay
or do not pay. I hope the other side will
not unduly eriticise the Government for set-
tling the Nornalup avea. Their proper time
for criticism was when that railway was be-
ing built by the previous Government.

Myr. Corboy: You were the only one who
kmew.

Mer. J. H. SMITH: It is the duty of Par-
liament to see that produee is available for
carriage over the railways, 'The port of
Albany is looking to ils back country for
trade, and trade will come te it from the
Nornalup area, according to the Minister, the
experts of the Agrienltural Department, and
the Agricaltural Bank specialists.  Their
opinions I eonsider sufficient justifieation for
proceeding with the scheme; and I hope the
members of the Committee will see their way
to stand solidly behind the Government and
afford them every assistance. The latter
part of the Minister’s remarks dealt with
group seitlement, a subject I shall not dis-
cuss at length to-night. I have often spoken
of the value of group settlement. I can-
not agree with the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) when he says this State has los:
five millions of money in group settlement.
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1 am afraid the hon. member was not speak-
ing by his book. The asset is there, and will
gradually develop. The Minister referred to
an avea at Hester where a group was estab-
lished by a former Minister for Lands, the
present Agent-General (Hon. W, C. Ang-
win}. Members will remember the indigna-
tion of Mr, Angwin on that occasion, when
the Conservator of ¥orests sent an army in
there to ring-bark that country for reforesta-
tion purposes, and Mr. Augwin could not
get it for group settlement. I said it was
one of the bright spots of group settlement
in the South-West. The Minister for Lands
has been down in that area and he endorses
every word I said. Around the Hester
group there are hundreds of areas between
Donnybrook and Manjimup equal to any-
thing on the Catterick group, but there is
no co-ordination between the Lands Depart-
ment and the Forests Department. Only to-
pight the Minister regretted that there was
no availaide land. When speaking on the
Address-in-reply, I said that from Pinjarra
south at least 500 farms could be established
glong existing railways, with roads and
schools and other faecilities already provided.
So while I am endorsing the Minister's re-
marks, I do say again that round about
Bridgetown and every township along exist-
ing railways in the Sonth-West, hundreds of
farms conld be established. And the Min-
ister for Lands knows, and the officers of
the Forests Department know, that there are
in my electorate at least 100 applicants look-
ing for land, men who would not require a
pennypicce of assistance, men who cannot
get land because so much is held for for-
estry purposes. Even if there were a few
trees on a block suitable for farming, why
should they not be allowed to remain under
forest conditions, while the settler tills the
soil? All that is required is the necessary
co-operation between the Lands and the For-
ests Departments. And even if the settlers
converted the timber info a marketable pro-
duet, would it matter very much if the For-
ests Department did not get the royalty, if
the farmer got it instead, so long as it was
used in developing the State? T can assure
the Minister for Lands that if only he
will throw open those areas he will have
no need to go farther afield, but will have
enough work to do in seitling the land along
existing railways and roads without having

{COUNCIL.]

to provide any assistance whatever for the
settlers., They are already in the distriet,
farmers’ sons who are only too anxious to
go on the land. They have their own stoek
and implements, and will get every assist-
ance from the old people in the develop-
ment of their holdings. I am pleased to have
from the Minister the assurance that the
Nornalup farms are going to be established
‘ot £800 apiece. If that can be done, it will
be very good work indeed.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 10.41 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY WOOL
FREIGHT.

Hon, E. H. H, HALL asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: Regarding
the reduced reilway rate on wool granted by
the Government as from the 13th inst., will
they favourably consider the extension of
the concession to those who consigned new
season’s wool prier to that date?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: No. It is

not the custom to make retrospeetive varia-
tions of rafes whether they be upward or

downward.

LEAVE OF ARSENCE.

On motion by Hon. E. H, Harris,
leave of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Xon, C. B. Williams (South) on
the ground of urgent private business.



